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Arab Academics in Israel: Employment and Unemployment Crisis in

the Israeli labor market

Perpared by: Ismiel Bader Raib Maslamani

Supervisor: Dr.ziad Ayyad

Abstract

The study aims to identify the level of unemployment among Arab academics in
Israel. In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher selected a simple
random sample from the study population which is a (162) male and female
academics. The researcher used both tools, the questionnaire and the interviews for
study, in which he interviewed 6 from the Arab Academies in Israel who have a
different degrees. The SPSS program was used to analyze the questionnaire and
obtain the results using the analytical descriptive approach.(Quantitative and

qualitative)

The study found that the real reasons for unemployment among Arab academics are
due to the discrimination between Arab academics and their Jewish counterparts, as
well as the reliance on immigrants at the expense of Arabs. Arab nationalism plays an
important role in hindering the work of Arab academics due to security reasons.
That’s because many institutions, companies and factories in Israel consider
immigrants the best choice for employment. In addition, they consider the Arabs as
enemies of the Israeli state, and that they have no affiliation with it which it affects

the creation of jobs for them in institutions, the level of unemployment was high

among Arab academics in Israel.

The results also indicate that the lack of important specializations such as physics,
mathematics, chemistry and medicine among the Arabs is a reason for not getting the
job. Arab academics choose specialties related to the teaching profession, due to many
reasons, the most important of which is the total result of the bagrut, intervening the
parents in choosing the specialization of their children as well as the weakness of the
economic situation of the Arabs in Israel.All of which contribute to reducing the

chances of choosing the best specialization. The results showed that Arab academics



work have limited areas to work in, and they only related to the work in the teaching
profession, nursing, public services or public works. All these professions do not

guarantee a well payed job.

The study recommends the need to increase the work schemes that contribute to the
advancement of the economy in the Arab regions through the provision of capitals to
projects that need employment opportunities, and employing the Arab academics.
These projects could be private Arab schools and factories. Also, they need to identify
the appropriate specialization, and taking into consideration the labor market in
selecting the specialization. In addition, there is a need to stop parents from
intervening in the selection their children’s specialties, in order to diversify
disciplines, and get a specialization needed by the Israeli labor market so that the

student can get job opportunities after graduation.
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