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The Woman in the Poetry of Al-Asha Symbolic Study
Prepared by: Muna George Shukri Sleiby

Supervisor: Dr. Jammal Ghethan
Abstract

This is a study that examines the woman in the poetry of Al-Asha Al-Kabeer, and studies
the poems of Al-Asha gathered in the diwan, a symbolic study, during the life of Al-Asha,
which was identified between 535AD and 629AD.

One of the most important justifications for the study; Developing a research that | was
assigned to conduct as a requirement of the pre-Islamic literature course, which was entitled:
“Qutaila in Al-Asha’s Poetry: A Symbolic Study.”

The study has importance, which lie in going deeper into the poet’s poetry, in order to
understand it in a more comprehensive degree, since without deciphering the symbols in
poetry in particular, and in literature in general, it is not possible to reach a definitive
understanding of the intent of the poet or the writer. The study also aims to paint a clear
picture of Al-A'sha’s personality, in addition to his poetics. This is in addition to defining the
concept of the symbol and its positions in the poet's poetry, and most importantly, revealing
the symbolic connotations of the names of women in his poetry.

This study was different from the previous studies that took place in my hands, despite
the effort expended in all these studies, as the study of “ Zahra Dakduk  entitled “Symbol
and its artistic impact on Al-Asha’s poetry” was one of the closest studies to my study despite
the great difference between them.

This study is divided into three chapters, the first chapter is entitled "Al-Asha and the
Symbol”, and it consists of two sections. Then the second chapter was entitled “The Familiar

Women's Names in the Poetry of Al-A'sha”. Finally, the third chapter was entitled



"Unfamiliar Women's Names in the Poetry of Al-A'sha”, then was the conclusion and a list
of sources and references.

Among the most important conclusions that | reached is that Al-A’sha employed twenty-
two names in his diwan, and these names were: Tayya, Jubeira, Su’ad, Salma, Sumayyabh,
Ufarah, Qutaila, Layla, Maitha’,Hurairah, Umm Khulaid, Rayyah, Zaynab, Lamis,
Mahdhad, Mai, Hind, Hingt, Al- Khansa, Rabab, Siyas, Futaima. Seventeen names carried
a symbolic significance, the same no matter how many times the name was used, which
explains the reason for the presence of familiar and unfamiliar names; Whenever Al-A'sha
wanted to employ a specific symbolic sign, he resorted to the name he specified to carry this
connotation, which made him repeat the use of the name if he wanted to repeat the same
connotation. Since there are periods of time between the poems, this use was intentional and
systematic. Which, according to him, constituted a special approach to Al- A’sha’. We do
not know if this method was present in other pre-Islamic poets, as we need to study the
names of women in their poems equally. But what is clear to me is that we are standing in
front of a poetic art most likely that it was prevalent among the pre-Islamic poets, but the
narrators did not know anything about it, and | am likely that it was like a blade among the
poets, we can not be certain about it except by studying the names of women among the

other nine commentators’ poets.
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