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Abstract

Churnalism: aggravating the discourse of the Palestinian narrative.

Prepared by: Heba Yacoub Ahmad Batta

Supervisor: Dr. Nader Salha

Abstract

With the increased demand for news and the varying political views in the age
of “fake news”, journalists started in the nineties of the last century to rely on
forms of pre-packaged material, instead of reported news, which is known as
“Churnalism". This resulted in a was a state of confusion in the field of journalism
where many patterns or factors occurred repeatedly which had an impact on the
quality and value of the news. This repetition called for further study into these
factors, and the result confirmed the existence of a phenomenon affecting

journalism. The term Churnalism has later adopted as a define this phenomenon.

As the use of this phenomenon becomes more widespread, it is important to
determine the extent to which Palestinian journalists practice reused journalism.
This is because it may have taken on additional characteristics or features because
of the working environment itself, and its relationship to the weakness of the
Palestinian narrative. It may be used as a means of trying to improve the trueness
and authenticity of the Palestinian press, and to highlight key events of the
Palestinian people, who have been under Israeli occupation for more than 70

years and suffer from political division .



This study aims to understand and compare the websites of two major news
agencies (Wafa and Safa) during their recent coverage of the 2021 Palestinian
elections. the study adopts a mixed-methods approach as a design: first the
methodology of quantitatively analysing press materials from both news
agencies. This is done using a tool that has been developed by the researcher,
which is basically a model that compares the characteristics of Journalism and
Churnalism, to examine the extent to which the two agencies practice
Churnalism. The study also aims to find out the impact of this practice on the
agenda of the two agencies in covering the Palestinian elections, and to what
extent it aggravated the speech of the Palestinian narrative. It does this by
analysing the press materials themselves with the tools of Norman Fairclough’s
social discourse analysis, and the tools for analysis of language and symbolic

power by Pierre Bourdieu.

The research found that the two news agencies relied on Churnalism at a high
rate. This reached 73% in the case of Wafa, and 69% in the case of Safa, and both
results are high on the intensity index. They also used speech techniques which
are effective and expressive in a social context. In this unavoidable context,
WAFA confirmed their language techniques to take a controlling and dominant
tone, which makes them appear as the stronger and more valid opinion. The
repeated used of this language makes the reader desensitised to this dominant
tone so that it becomes normal and believable. Safa on the other hand used
provocative language to increase the conflict and tension between the political
parties, by way of different authors, analyses, and opinions. They were selective
in their coverage, so it boosted the agenda which is aligned with the political
spectrum of that news agency This switched the focus from the elections in
general to the parties specifically which allows for polarisation. This coverage
meant the two agencies have redefined themselves by focussing on themselves

again, not on the topics of representation, participation, and the conduct of



Palestinian elections. For the media and politics to become united in their stances
and in their appealing to the citizens and covering the Palestinian elections with

a specific and biased content that does not do justice to the democratic process.

The results support the hypothesis of the study, which is that the Palestinian
journalists in both agencies relying on Churnalism during their coverage of the
2021 Palestinian elections, which has further weakened and aggravated the
Palestinian narrative. This is unfortunate as such a narrative does not reflect the

needs of the Palestinian citizen and the aspirations of his cause.
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