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The relationship between women’s emotional and marital deprivation and their desire
to look for relationships out of matrimony in the West Bank

Prepared by: Abeer Majed Adel Altourk

Supervisor: Dr. Salah Eldien Wattad
Abstract

The present study aims at defining the relationship between women’s marital deprivation
and their desire to look for emotional relationships out of their matrimony in the West Bank.
The quantitative approach was applied in this study with its descriptive and deductive
approaches since it fits this type of studies. The study sample was chosen according to the
stratified random sample method and it consisted of 500 married women from various
provinces in the West Bank, Furthermore, they were not only from the city, but also from
villages and refugee camps.

In order to achieve the study objectives and check its hypotheses, the researcher designed
a multidimensional questionnaire related to women marital deprivation and the woman’s
desire to look for an emotional relationship out of matrimony. The questionnaire was
designed and arbitrated based on scientific standards and the data was analyzed by using the
SPSS program.

The results of Pearson correlation indicated that there is a statistically significant relation
between women’s emotional and marital deprivation and their desire to look for emotional
relationships out of matrimony.

Variation tests, which included T test, ANOVA and Tukey’s range test, indicated
variations concerning women’s desire to look for emotional relationships out of matrimony
due to many factors, namely: working out of the house, their religious status and their
economic situation. Women who work occasionally showed a high tendency to look for
relationships unlike the unemployed ones. Besides, religious women, who suffer from a very
low economic level, showed an increasing tendency to look for relationships. Moreover, the
results showed that their residential area and their age were insignificant factors in measuring
women’s desire to look for relationships. Thus, emotional deprivation of marital disagreement
is the basic factor of the emergence of the desire to find an alternative emotional relationship
for the Palestinian women.

After analyzing the data, the researcher came out with a number of theoretical and
practical recommendations which include; conducting more research about marital
deprivation and the desire to look for relationships taking in consideration all its dimensions,
expanding the scope of this study to the whole Palestinian society, and finally designing
protective and curative programs to avoid feeling deprived from marital life urging spouses to
look for solutions within the family. Thus, they prevent resorting to relationships which
threaten the family and dismantle it.
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