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The role of elected village councils in achieving social and economic
development of the population in Jenin district

Abstract

This study was conducted on the elected village councils in Jenin district¢ in order to
determine the role of these councils in achieving social and economic development of the
population¢ the number of these councils was(20) councils¢ and the population . The
population represents percentage of (16%) of the district population. The study depended
on the descriptive approach¢ using two instruments of scientific research¢ an interview tool
for the heads of village councils¢ in order to find out the projects they do¢ and the programs
they execute to serve the beneficiaries of the population« as well as the questionnaire tool
to know the views of the citizens¢ the recipients of services¢ and the beneficiaries of
projects¢ and the programs

The research depended on literature¢ references¢ primary and secondary sources¢ and
previous studies for researchers on the same subject¢ in order to enrich the subject of this
study.

The research addressed the history of local bodies in the successive periods in Palestine¢
from the Ottoman governance¢ through the British mandate< then the Jordanian
governance¢« and finally the Palestinian National Authority¢ which has not extended its
hand yet for all local bodies.

The research concluded that the elected village councils play a role in the social and
economic development¢ through the implementation of many projects¢ programs and
activities¢ which are in the areas of social development such as health¢ education¢< and
employment¢ and the village councils are interested in the areas of economic
development¢ industry¢ trade¢< and agriculture¢« and its implications¢ and services¢ and they
demonstrated their capacity for cooperation and networking with the sectoral¢
governmental< and non-governmental organizations¢ for the benefit of their groups¢ in
different aspects of needs¢ which contributed to the creation of a state of confidence
between the citizen and his local institution.

The research provided a set of recommendations for the interested persons and the decision
makers. it recommended the decision-makers in the official authority of further
decentralization of village councils¢ through the enactment of legislation to that effect¢ so
that the councils can be self-reliance in decision-making¢ in which they sees a service to
citizens¢ without recourse to those who will take decision on behalf.

The research also recommended the village councils to be self-reliance¢ and to invest
natural resources¢« and human resources available in their groupings of population¢ and to
benefit from programs and development plans.
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