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The Respective Position of the Two Major American Political Parties

with Respect to the Question of Palestine the Presidency of Both Mr.

Bill Clinton and George W Bush (1993-2009) (A Comparative Study)

Abstract:

This academic research involves critical historical and textual analytical
examination of American foreign policy towards the Question of Palestine,
scrutinizing the policies of both the (Democratic and the Republican) parties
during the administration time of Bill Clinton and George W Bush Jr -
policies which inevitably come to light and reveal themselves in terms of
their respective party political platforms and in terms of the actual policies of
the Clinton and the Bush administrations respectively towards the State of

Israel and the Palestinian question.

Studying the mile—stones of post-WWII American foreign policy allowed us
to flesh out the general features of American foreign policy towards the
Question of Palestine that are characteristic of successive American
governments leading to the time of the two American Presidents mentioned

above. The general features of American foreign policy towards the Question



of Palestine that are characteristic of the Clinton and Bush governments are
examined with reference to the respective Democratic and Republican party—
political platforms that were formulated during the respective successive
Democratic and Republican party Conventions in the period designated for

our research (1993-2009).

Inevitably the work requires an historical overview in of U.S. foreign policy
as the background to the access Democratic President Bill Clinton and
subsequently George W. Bush Republican Presidential power in the period
time 1993-2009. This in turn requires that this study identifies the goals of
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East in general and regarding the uestion of
Palestinian in particular, as well as address the role of lobbies in influencing
U.S. foreign policy towards the Palestinian, and the strategies used by
interest—groups, pressure—groups and lobbies in the U.S. aiming to form
American public opinion and influence the U.S. administrations of the
decision—makers determining U.S. foreign policy regarding the Question of

Palestinian.



Important, yet banal results:

This study suggests that the policies of the Democratic Party and the
Republican respectively are basically the same and equally negative with
regards to the Question of Palestine, and, in parallel wholly positive for the
State of Israel from a Zionist point of view. The narrative formulation of the
policies of the two Parties vary in style alone.

The study further suggest that the option of supporting the State of Israel
and keeping her as the superior power in the Middle East is a strategic U.S.
foreign policy choice to this day, despite the global changes that have

occurred in the last century.

Recommendations:

The most important recommend of this study is the suggestion that
additional MA studies be made related to the subject of this Dissertation,
namely, U.S. foreign policy regarding the Question of Palestine, with the
view to further advancing our understanding as to the changes in U.S.
foreign policy; as to the considerations leading to U.S. strategic commitment
to keeping the State of Israel as the superior power in the Middle East and
to be complicit with Israeli settler—colonial policies; as to the effectiveness (or

otherwise) of the Arab boycott policies and more.



It is the view of the author of this Dissertation that such studies are urgently
needed in order to enable researchers, writers and politicians identify more
precisely U.S. foreign policy priorities, notably U.S. foreign policy priorities
with regards to the Question of Palestine, as well as better identify
possibilities of effecting changes in this regard to the advancement of

Palestinian rights.
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