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The Israelization of Education in East Jerusalem and its Implications on
the Palestinian Culture and Identity, and the Confrontation Strategies
2015- 2022.

Prepared by: Rania Zakariya Khalil Thougan

Superviseed by: Dr. Walid Hasan Mohammad Salem

Abstract

This study aims to highlight the reality of education in occupied Jerusalem and the
adopted Israeli policies for Israelizing education in Jerusalem, and the impacts on the
Palestinian identity and culture in Jerusalem. The significance of the study lies in the
fact that it is related to the essence of conflict and the centralization of education and
its tools associated with preserving the identity, in addition to the extent to which the
Israeli attempts for “Israelizing” education and the educational institutions are
connected with the Judaization of the Palestinian city in general, and obliteration of
its Palestinian Arab-Islamic identity and culture. The study was limited to the years
2015-2022; during the period in which the Israeli occupation government was
legalized in the era of Naftali Bennett who served as the Minister of Education at that
time. Concerning the study methods and approaches, the researcher used the
descriptive method through collecting data and information and analyzing them, as
well as answering the questions related to the Israeli practices and violations in the
study population. She also used the comparative method by comparing between the
Palestinian and Israeli curricula, and the historical method by tracing the history of
Israelizing education in Jerusalem since 1967. The researcher also adopted the
observational method through field visits and interviews, as well as data collection
depending on her experience and work in the education field. The main finding
concluded by the researcher is that the control of the Israeli occupation on education
in Jerusalem does not definitely mean that it has succeeded in Israelizing it. It is true
that the Jerusalemite students who study the Israeli curriculum may be influenced,
involved and normalized by the Israeli occupation and may be Israelized formally;
however, they remain of a Palestinian origin, jealous of their authentic Palestinian
culture and identity; otherwise, we would not have seen all people of Jerusalem
confronting the lIsraeli occupation during the attack on Al-Agsa Mosque, or the
protests in Bab Al-Amud against changing its features; as no matter how the names
of streets and alleys in Jerusalem are changed, they will remain Palestinian. For
instance, the name of “Bab Al-Amud” has been changed to a new name that is
engraved in the memory “Bab Al-Shuhada” (Martyrs Gate); which is more
Palestinian and represents affiliation to Palestine. The content of the Palestinian
curriculum is not poor; however, it needs to be developed continuously as any other
curriculum worldwide, and it is also necessary to prepare and train qualified teachers
to keep pace with the development of education regularly. The study has also proven
that the Palestinian curriculum does not contain any incitement; it rather represents
the reality in which the Palestinian people live; whereas the Israeli curriculum calls
for violence and hostility as well as eliminating the Palestinian presence on its land.



At the end of the study, the researcher recommends that it is necessary to take serious
and tangible steps on the grounds to confront the Israelization of education in
Jerusalem by providing budgets and funding for supporting the schools which suffer
from financial crises so that they will not fall victim to the Israeli occupation. She
also recommends to avoid making negative reactions with regards to solving the
educational problems caused by the practices of the Israeli occupation for Israelizing
education, but rather to make developmental plans which can be developed and
executed, and also to prepare documented periodic reports on the Israeli curriculum
and compare it with the Palestinian curriculum and submit them to the international
community to decide which one incites and stirs up violence and hostility.
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