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Abstract.

The thesis is an investigation of generosity in the Hebron Mountain area of
"Dora and its villages" as a case study. The study investigates the values of
generosity and it's place as a form of worship in Islamic religion versus being
an old traditional customs practiced in the region. The study has been
conducted during the academic year of 2010-2011.

The aim of the research is to compare traditional generosity with Islamic
based generosity which can be classified as a form of worship. In addition, the
study focuses on the different historic phases of generosity, its causes, and
impacts.

In the study two methodologies were used, the descriptive approach and the
analytical method were questionnaire analysis of collected data and personal
interviews were conducted.

The most important results of the study show that, generosities in the Hebron
Mountain region have different forms and motives with little or no deviations
from what is required by Islamic Shareea, it shows also in some cases the
practice of extravagant generosity with the intentions of a show of power and
to impress others and not to help the needy and the poor people. In addition,
the results indicate differences in the coherence of generosity among the
studied sample.

The research recommends further studies of the impact of the diverse forms of
generosity on society, especially in the case of traditional generosity and to
compares its impact between the Ottomans, Amyyad and Abbaised eras. More
studies also needed in other regions of the Arab world.
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