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Abstract "

There are several environmental problems in the Gaza Strip
such as air pollution, water and wastewater problems, marine
pollution and solid waste either domestic or hazardous waste.

Globally, evaluation of hazardous waste management
continues to be a very essential issue. Subsequently, the
study aims to evaluate current mechanisms, standards and
practices relevant to this issue.

Five hundred and thirty questionnaires were distributed
among workers from the medical fields for instant, (workers in
El Shifa hospital-El Sheikh Radwan and El Sorany clinics) as
well as the industrial field such as ten factories witch produce
Hazardous Waste.

The results of the study reveal that knowledge deficit of the
various kinds of industrial and medical hazardous waste and
inadequacy of managerial related issues such as planning,
presence of legislation, coordination and so on. The study
indicates that management is the most single factor that could
affect hazardous solid waste management. The study
illustrates the importance of awareness programs and the
provision of structures that are conducive to quality hazardous
waste management, such as legislation and the provision of
tools and equipment.

Furthermore, the study provided several tentative
recommendations, such as developing legislations,
coordinating among the various concerned bodies, organizing
awareness campaigns and providing training for workers from
the different categories. The study contributes towards
establishing a baseline for hazardous wastes management and
reflects the need for further research.
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Operational Definition

Al-Mazraa: Municipality of Gaza Landfill which all solid waste are disposed of.
Landfill: Large pits where waste is dumped and buried, the bottom is lined with clay
and/or heavy plastic to reduce the chance of contaminated groundwater.

Leachate: Liquid that has percolated through solid waste and has extracted, dissolved
or suspended materials in it, this liquid may contaminate ground or surface water.
Medical Waste: Is generated by medical establishments as hospital, clinics,
pharmacies, blood banks and so on.

Industrial Hazardous Waste: A chemical that has the potential of being toxic,
ignitable, corrosive and reactive if improperly stored, used, or disposed

Domestic Waste: Waste generated by household, commercial activities, street
sweeping and collected by municipalities

Agricultural Waste: Which generated by agricultural activities such as empty pesticide
containers, excess product, rinse waste from containers, material from clean up of spills
and contaminated greenhouse plastics.

Incineration: process of burning waste at very high temperature to produce gases and
residues ashes.

Mutagen: A chemical, which causes changes in genetic material (DNA)

Pesticide: An agent that kills pests (insects, fungi, rodents, etc.)

Treatment: Any method, technique or process for altering the biological, chemical, or
physical characteristics of waste to reduce the hazards it presents and facilitate, or
reduce the costs of disposal.

Managerial Issues: the questionnaire included six questions related to the management
of HW, the answers of these questions were re-coded to numbers in order to facilitate

the analyses by using either t-test or ANOVA test.
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