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The Effect of Cooperative Learning on Achievement of
Mathematics and Academic self - concept for

Eighth Grade Students.

The study aimed at investigating the effect of cooperative
learning method and gender on achievement in mathematics and
academic self - concept of eighth grade students in comparison with
the traditional teaching method .The population of this study consisted
of male and female eighth graders in government schools, including
two or more eighth-grade sections, of the Southern Hebron Directorate
of Education for the academic year 1998 / 1999. The Total number
was (2263) male and female students divided into (62) sections in (22)
schools. The sample of this study consisted of (4) sections of (149)
male and female students in (2) schools - (1) male school with (2)
sections and (1) female school with two sections. A stratified random
sample was chosen for the purpose of this study.

The sample was divided into two groups an experimental one
consisting of (1) male section and (1) female section and it was taught
by using the cooperative method. The control group consisted of two
sections - (1) male section and (1) female section - and it was taught
by using the traditional method. Before starting the experiment, T-test
was administered to both groups to make sure that the groups were
equivalent on the achievement pretest and academic self - concept
scale. The achievement pretest designed by the researcher consisted of

(18) multiple choice items whereas the academic self - concept scale

aA



