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The Role of Palestinian Films on Netflix in Supporting the Palestinian

Narrative

Prepared by: Jihad Abu Arqoub

Supervised by: Dr. Montaser Jarrar

Abstract

This study aims to explore the role of Palestinian films available on Netflix in
supporting the Palestinian narrative and reinforcing national identity, through
the analysis of their artistic content and the political and cultural messages
they convey. The study sample consisted of a selection of Palestinian films
available on Netflix within the “Palestinian Stories” collection, such as Farha,
The Present, Gaza Mon Amour, A House in Jerusalem, 200 Meters, and The
Paradise Now, drawn from the population of all Palestinian films presented
internationally on the platform between October 2021 and October 2024.

The study relied on a descriptive-analytical approach, using content analysis
alongside visual and narrative observation to understand the messages
portrayed in these films. The research problem revolves around the following
question: To what extent do Palestinian films available on Netflix contribute
to enhancing the Palestinian narrative and correcting stereotypical images
associated with the Palestinian cause? The researcher employed the media
framing theory in the study.

The results indicated that Netflix represents a strategic platform for globally
disseminating the Palestinian narrative and correcting prevailing stereotypes.
The study also confirmed that Palestinian cinema functions as a tool of
cultural resistance, contributing to the preservation of the Palestinian
collective memory and confronting media distortion. The study recommended
supporting Palestinian filmmakers and expanding the accessibility of their
films through international platforms as a means to enhance Palestinian
cultural presence on the global stage.

Keywords: Palestinian films, Netflix, Palestinian narrative, national identity,
media framing, resistance cinema, correcting stereotypes.
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