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Abstract

The shrine of Al Uzar in the town of Bethany, which is situated only
a few miles to the east of Jerusalem, is considered to be a famous milestone
in the surroundings of the Holy City. It first emerged as a mosque after the
battle of Heteen in the year (1187AD), then with the spread of religious
shrines construction in Palestine at the time of Mamlukes, it turned to be
known as the shrine of Al Uzar. This took place on some of the crusaders
architectural remains, or what was known as the fourth church architectural
flat, that was constructed at the middle of the twelve century on the tomb of
Lazarus, that witnessed the resurrection of Lazarus, one of Jesus miracles.
The tomb and its surroundings also witnessed an intensive architectural
activity. The first and second churches were built during the Byzantine
time, and the third church, the fourth church, the monastery and the
defensive towers were built during the crusade time. Another activity that
took place in the surroundings of the tomb, was the buying campaign of
houses and land by several Christian sects, which lead to the out-break of
the archeological excavations, in which the remains of Byzantine and
crusade buildings were discovered, in addition to the construction of the

fifth church, to the east of the shrine, at the end of the last century.

The religious, historic and architectural importance of Al Uzar shrine
motivated its study, in order to highlight the atmosphere in which it was
constructed, in addition to shedding light on any other architectural
developments that were made on the shrine between (1187AD) until the
end of the Ottoman period, since it had never been given enough interest by

western researchers during this period of time.



This study tackles the shrine's different religious, historic and
architectural construction stages, by description and analysis of literary

resources, documents, official records, as well as the field study.

One of the most noticeable results of this study is it's highlighting of
the different architectural stages of the shrine, starting from the Ayoubi
period up till the end of the Ottoman period, in addition to the explanation
of the conditions that lead to the emerge of the term " Al Uzar shrine" and
showing the historic mistake made by some researchers and historians who
mixed-up between Lazarus whom the tomb was named after and Al Uzar
whom the shrine was named after. The field study results uncovered the
existence of some buildings that were related to the shrine and to the fourth
church, which used to be on top of its recent roof, in addition to the

architectural remains that belong to the crusade monastery.

In spite of the it's location and all the archeological excavations and
studies that took place, the shrine still needs more archeological

excavations, especially in the western part of it's roof.
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