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Abstract

"An Evaluation of In-service Teacher Programs in Palestinian Universities
from the Graduates' Perspectives"

This study aims at evaluating the in-service teacher programs offered by the
Colleges of Education in Palestinian Universities from the graduates'
perspectives. The researcher adopted the qualitative method, The study
population included all the graduates of the Colleges of Education at the
Palestinian Universities working as teachers in the schools of Bethlehem
district. The questionnaire and the interviews were used as instruments. The
questionnaire, which was distributed among all the teachers (n=287), included
(81) items distributed among six main domains: admission, attitudes towards
education, educational plan, academic and educational preparation, cultural
preparation and field training, where the interview included six open-ended
questions.

The validity and constancy were achieved and Cronbach alpha coeeficient
was (0.964).

The study revealed the following results:

Except for the average the student obtains in the General Certificate
Examination, no other well-defined standards were adopted for admission.
Graduates have no positive attitudes towards teaching for several reasons.

The Educational plan, academic, educational and cultural preparation as well as
field-training are all regarded as medium level from the graduates' perspectives,
and include many positive respects. However, these programs are still in need for
further development to suit the graduates' needs as well as the needs of the
Palestinian society.

In light of these results, the researcher recommended that technological
techniques should be integrated as a part of the programs, which should be
developed to keep up with the novelties of the age. Teaching a foreign language
should receive more stress and the faculty should coordinate their efforts to
develop a comprehensive plan. Additionally, the field training period should be
extended, and training itself should be developed through preparing well
qualified cooperative teachers, and upgrading coordination between the
universities and the schools of training. The universities should also adopt
definite standards for admission.
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