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International Judicial Cooperation in the Extradition and Prosecution of
Criminals: The Palestinian Case

Prepared by: Ahmed Jamal Mohammed Bawatneh

Supervisor: Dr. Najah Dagmaq

Abstract

Extradition constitutes a legal mechanism aimed at reinforcing state sovereignty over its
citizens, despite the weakening and/or deficiency of national sovereignty due to the Israeli
occupation. This mechanism extends the state’s jurisdiction in criminal and punitive matters to
encompass anyone who commits an act in violation of the law within its territory, ensuring
their prosecution in accordance with the prescribed legal procedures. The significance of this
topic lies in its role as a cornerstone in the fight against crime and the pursuit of justice, as
outlined in the Fugitive Offenders Extradition Law of 1926, which remains in force in the Gaza
Strip, and the Extradition Law of 1927, applicable in the West Bank. Additionally, the study
examines these laws alongside international and regional treaties to which the State of Palestine
has acceded, rendering them binding upon it, as well as the 2023 Guide to International Judicial
Cooperation prepared by the Public Prosecution.

The issue arises when criminals flee beyond the state's borders, a challenge that has intensified
with advancements in transportation and communication, enabling offenders to move across
borders effortlessly without facing the consequences of their actions. The central question is:
Do Palestinian legal provisions effectively facilitate international cooperation in extradition
and prosecution of criminals?

The study adopts an analytical and deductive methodology, in addition to other approaches that
serve the objectives of this research. It assesses the comprehensiveness of national legislation
and international treaties concerning extradition. Through this analysis, key findings and
recommendations have been identified, notably the existence of national, regional, and
international mechanisms, despite the outdated nature of domestic legislation in this domain.
Consequently, deficiencies in national laws have been observed, along with inconsistencies
with certain international and regional agreements. The study underscores the urgent need to
enact a Palestinian national law specifically addressing extradition, ensuring its alignment with

the international treaties to which the State of Palestine is a party.
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