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Abstract
Assessment of the Needs of Youth from 11-19 years old to Drugs

Prevention and Awareness Programs in the Jerusalem Governorate

Prepared By:
Majed Mohammad Mustafa Alloush

Supervised by:
Dr. Tayseer Abdullah

The study aims at assessing the needs of youth in the age group (9-11) years in Jerusalem
Governorate to drug awareness and prevention programs and to what extent they are
knowledgeable of the drug problem in their local community in order to protect them from
indulging into the world of addiction.

The main problem of this study is the present status of the drug problem in the Palestinian
Society especially in Jerusalem Governorate. This problem is an expression of a social
pathological problem which has its destructive effects on the social, psychological,
educational, health, economical, and political levels.

The target population in the study is comprised of youth and children who are in their late
childhood and adolescence stage and are considered the most vulnerable stratum to drug
abuse. The age group (11-19) was selected as the study population. This age group is
comprised of (21.7%) which is equivalent to (84,370) of the Jerusalem Governorate
population as estimated (387,265) persons according to the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics for the year 2003. One characteristic of this age group is that the individual in
this group is exposed to delinquency.

Two research instruments were used in this study: the Focus Group and the Questionnaire
and both instruments were tested for validity and reliability and  were found to be
acceptable to be used in the applied research.

The sample was chosen randomly and classified to embody male and female youth from
the cities, villages, and camps in the Jerusalem Governorate. The sample was chosen at
two stages: the 1 was chosen for the eight Focus Groups and it embodied (61) youth and
the 2" embodied (320) male and female students and was chosen for the Questionnaire in
the applied research.

The Case Study Methodology was used in this study which implies the theoretical and
application aspects. According to this methodology, data were gathered, classified, and
analyzed to obtain the results of the study.

The study addressed the following questions which were categorized into seven domains:
1. What are the wide-spread concepts which relate to drug use?
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What are the most important conceptions that relate to students social, spatial,
visual, sensory, and realistic understanding of drugs?

What are the most important attitudes of youth towards drug use?

What are the needs of youth to drugs awareness and prevention programs?

What is the nature of the existing programs?

To whom do the youth listen to and by whom they are affected?

How do the youth assess themselves and their abilities to intervene when facing an
addiction situation?

The researcher reached to the following findings:

1.

It appeared that the examinees are aware of the wide-spread concepts and idioms
that relate to drug use, though differences in understanding the meaning of those
concepts varied from one geographical area to the other in the Jerusalem
Governorates.

The examinees ensured the importance of the individual person and his
relationship to the social and psychological problems he suffers from due to drug
use, as well as they ensured the significant role of the family in driving someone to
drug use, or in protecting him. Also, the examinees are aware of the dangers
afflicted by misbehaving peers who possibly can drive someone towards drug
addiction.

The youngsters indicated sympathetic feelings towards the drug users and the need
to assist them and to deal with them as sick persons and as victims who need to be
helped to get rid of the slavery of addiction.

The results ensured the comprehensiveness of the needs of youth for awareness and
prevention programs at all ages.

The results indicated the significance of developing awareness and prevention
programs attributed to scientific basis in quality and content in order to be able to
meet the needs of youth.

The results indicated the effect of peers and friends on youth’s decision-making
towards the use of drugs which in turn stressed the negative effect of misbehaving
friends on the their peers who drive them to fall into the world of drugs.

The results showed positive tendency by the examinees towards helping the addict
to be freed from drug addiction. Also, it was indicated that they lack the necessary
experience to assist the addict where they fear the negative effect on them.
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Reliability

**xx%k* Method 1 (space saver) will be used for this analysis ******

RELIABILITY ANALYSIS - SCALE (ALPHA)

Reliability Coefficients

N of Cases = 230.0 N of Items = 86

Alpha= .94
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