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Abstract

This study tackles the unilateral disengagement plan that was set by the
former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The time framework of the plan
spans from February 6,2001, when he was elected as a Prime Minister of
Israel until the withdrawal from Gaza strip and four settlements in the North
of the West Banks was completed on September 12™2005.the significance of
the study stems from the fact that it a new and vivid topic that attracts the
attention of concerned on the local, regional, and international levels.

Despite the scarce studies on the Israeli unilateral withdrawal from the

Above mentioned areas yet there have been many opinions about it.
Therefore it was deemed highly necessary to conduct this study

in an attempt to respond to the problem of the study to answer the questions
and to prove its hypotheses. This will open new horizons for further research
regarding this issue.

The author has implemented the Analytical Historic Approach" to
understand the background of Sharon's political project its justifications
objectives timing how to promote it to the international community
obstacles of its implementations and stands of various parties.

The study was conducted based on preliminary information sources that
included political plans speeches letters governmental and political
decisions media interviews regional and international resolutions opinions
and analyses of politicians intellectuals and journalists as well as on a book
issued on the topic.

n

The study contains five chapters preceded by a "preface" that introduces Ariel
Sharon his approach and way of thinking and his strategic vision regarding
the future of the state of Israel.

-The first chapter discusses the American President Bush's vision of solving
the Israeli — Palestinian conflict.



-The second chapter discusses Sharon's speech at the Herzlia conference as
well as the American — Israeli negotiations and meetings based on that
speech.

-The third chapter tackles the issue of the unilateral disengagement plan its
basic elements and components and the American role in promoting it on

both the regional and international levels.
-The fourth chapter discusses the obstacles to Sharon's plan and how they
were overcome and how the plan's bill was passed by the kenesset.

-The fifth chapter discusses mechanisms of implementing Sharon's plan on
the Israeli Palestinian and Regional levels.

Results of the study confirmed the validity of the author's hypotheses in that it
showed that the disengagement plan was a pre-emptive step to undermine
President Bush's vision of establishing a Palestinian State to empty this
vision from its contents with minimum Israeli casualties and to circumvent
the "Road Map" plan.

It became clear that Sharon's goal of the plan was to impose a long-term
interim settlement on Palestinians. In Sharon's view this settlement was seen
within the framework of a Palestinian state according to the Israeli standards

i.e. restricted limited with partial sovereignty on the Gaza Strip and 42% of
the West Bank without final borders disarmed while having only a police
force . On the other hand Israel would have full control over the alleged
Palestinian State's vital and strategic centers its water resources borders and
fly zones. By this Sharon would tackle two major and sensitive issues

namely security and the Palestinian demography and evade discussing the
issue of a lasting solution.

Sharon took advantage of the fact that Palestinians lack a unified strategy as
to solving the conflict that led to a state of political and security chaos. He
then was able to impose his political project on the Palestinian people based
on the power theory and imposing new realities on the ground while claiming
that he had no Palestinian partner.

Based on the results of the study the author recommends that the Palestinian
leadership should establish a uniform policy that would include a political
agenda based on the national Arab and International legitimacies.

This leadership is ought to play a real partner in the peace process give
priority to negotiations while not excluding the option of resistance in case
the negotiations have failed.

The author also recommends that the Palestinian leadership should stick by
the "Road Map" plan in its final form as introduced by the "Quartet
Committee" to both the Israeli and Palestinian sides on April 30 2003 its



being the only plan to be discussed. The author also sustains that the Israeli
reservations on the plan and the American letter of guarantees to Israel
should be rejected for they are totally unfair to Palestinians. He also
recommends a rejection of unilateral solutions along with their repercussions
represented by interim solutions or those that would impose a kind of regional
custody on the Palestinian people.
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