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Abstract

Plant Biodiversity in the Holy Quran and Activation of Islamic
Values for pntection

By: Ibraheem Mohamed Ibraheem Nasser
Supervised by :Dr.Khaled Salem Sawalha

This study aimed at identifying the holy verses and the noble Hadith concerning
plant diversity, and showing how Islam directed people to protect this diversity
through linking between this Islamic value and the concept of reward and penalty,
depending on verses of the holy Quran and prophet Muhammad’s biography and
Hadith, as well as contemporary scholars’ opinions.

The importance of this research emerges from the fact that it deals with the daily
intentional or unintentional destruction of the plant diversity in nature, and the
importance of teaching people how to maintain this diversity according to the Islamic
directions.

I was motivated to choose this topic by the misconception of dealing with all nature
components specially the plant diversity.

The problem of the research lies in the negligence of the religious values that urges
people to protect plants as a result of the lack of awareness in this connection.
Therefore the Islamic values should be activated, and the role of Islam should be
manifested, in accordance with the global efforts towards the conservation of natural
biodiversity.

The study followed the inductive and descriptive approach.

The research isn’t restricted for a particular place although it concentrated on the
Palestinian society. As for the time: these holy verses and values are suitable for
anytime.

This study has clarified the definition of plant diversity and showed this diversity in
the Holy Quran and Sunnah. The study has also clarified the categories of plants
mentioned in the Holy Quran and Sunnah. It showed the importance of agriculture in
Islam, and the importance of preserving plant diversity and connecting this to the
Islamic values to show the Islamic strategy in protecting the environment, mentioning
historical facts that witness the Islamic care for the environment together with

legislative evidence.




The results of this study showed that the Quran and Sunnah mentioned various types
of trees and plants with their nutritious value, and showed that Islam calls for the
preservation of all forms of biodiversity specially plants. The Quran and Sunnah both
prevent environment vandalism. They both also call for the reclamation of land and
connected this to the value of reward and penalty.

Muslims took care of gardens and the beauty of nature, and this was obvious in all
countries ruled by Muslims such as Andalusia, Turkey and the Moorish countries.
Islam linked between environment conservation and the Islamic doctrine and the
concept of reward and penalty. The spiritual dimensions of the agricultural system in
the Holy Quran are clear and show that Islam is an integrated spiritual and physical
system. This agricultural system manifested legislative aspects such as the call for
giving the ZaKat (a kind of charity in Istam) of crops and fruits, and to avoid extravagance
and cutting trees except for necessity.
Man is found to be the only devastator of nature, and he was responsible for the
extinction of several types of plant biodiversity.
Recommendations: The researcher recommends the following:

1- Spreading the awareness of conserving plant diversity in nature through
several ways such as..

A- Schools and universities should find educational syllabuses that connects
between the Islamic values concerning preserving nature and all forms of
biodiversity.

B- Mosque preachers should encourage people to preserve natural
biodiversity on their Friday sermons, and they should remind people of the
reward and punishment in this concern.

C- Mass media should direct people to take care of the environment and show
them the benefits of all kinds of plants.

D- Holding training courses to educate people how to handle the different
plants correctly.

2- The penal code should be activated, and dissuasive sanctions should be carried
out against those who deliberately cause damage to the environment.

3- Finally the researcher recommends that further researches should be done on
the role of Islam through history concerning the conservation of the natural

biodiversity in general.
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