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A Proposed Framework for Managing the Financial Crisis at
Palestinian Public Universities in Light of the Productive
University Philosophy

Prepared by:Natasha Abu Ziyad
Supervisor: Prof. Mahmoud Abu Samra

Abstract

This study aimed to develop a proposed framework for managing the financial crisis at
Palestinian public universities in light of the philosophy of the productive university.
The descriptive developmental methodology was employed due to its suitability to the
study's objectives, utilizing a triangulation approach in the research tools.

The quantitative sample consisted of (340) academic and administrative leaders, while
the qualitative sample included (10) academic-administrative leaders from Palestinian
public universities, drawn from a total population of (2,995) individuals. The
quantitative sample was selected using stratified random sampling, whereas the
qualitative sample was selected purposively.

To achieve the study's objectives, research tools were constructed to measure the extent
to which administrative policies are in place to address the financial crisis in Palestinian
public universities within the framework of the productive university philosophy. These
tools included a questionnaire comprising two parts, with 71 items distributed across
five domains, in addition to a semi-structured interview built around two main
questions. The researcher also utilized document analysis as a third research tool.
Validity and reliability were verified using appropriate educational and statistical
methods.

The quantitative findings indicated that the availability of administrative policies to
manage the financial crisis in Palestinian public universities, from the perspective of
administrative and academic leaders, was of a moderate level, with a mean score of
(3.47) and a standard deviation of 0.88. The results also showed statistically significant
differences at the level of (a < 0.05) based on job title (in favor of administrative staff)
and university affiliation (in favor of Al-Quds University). However, no statistically
significant differences were found based on gender, experience, or academic
qualification.

The qualitative results from the interviews revealed a selective theme titled "Integrated
Planning Toward a Productive University", while the document analysis yielded a
selective theme titled "The University as a Productive Academic-Social Entity". From
both tools, a grounded theory emerged titled "Structural Integration to Achieve
University Productivity."

Based on the study’s findings and a review of relevant literature and previous studies,
the researcher developed a proposed framework for managing financial crises in
Palestinian public universities. The study recommends the adoption of this framework
in all its dimensions, including the establishment of specialized production units to
enhance university productivity by investing assets, promoting productive activities,
forming partnerships, launching business incubators, and service centers. It also
recommends creating investment portfolios (endowments), trust funds, and attracting
strategic planning experts to efficiently manage university resources.

Keywords: Proposed framework, productive university, education funding, Palestinian
public universities.
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Deanship of Scientific Research

Research Ethics Committee
Committee’s Decision Letter

Date: April 30, 2025
Ref No: 550/REC/2025

Dear Ms. Natasha Abuziyad,

Research ethics application. After reviewing your submission titled: “A Proposed Perception for
Financial Crisis Management of Public Palestinian Universities in Light of the Philosophy of the
Productive University”, the Research Ethics Committee (REC) at Al-Quds University confirms that
your application aligns with our ethics guidelines, which are based on the principles outlined in
the Declaration of Helsinki.

Please note that this approval does not replace other required permissions, such as for sample
shipment or data sharing. We also request a copy of your final report or publication when
available.

This approval is valid for two Years. If your research extends beyond this period, a renewal
request will be necessary. The approval remains valid as long as there are no changes to the
research protocol.

Sincerely,

Suheir Ereqat, PhD
Associate Professor of Molecular Biology

¢ \\A\ o «’E?‘C‘? ‘jj

Research Ethics Corr]mittee Chair

Cc. Prof. Hanna Abdel Nour - President
Cc. Members of the committee

Cc. file
Abu-Dies, Jerusalem P.O.Box 20002 20002 .o el a3l
Tel-Fax: #970-02-2791293 research @admin.alquds.edu #970-02-2791293 : <SGk
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