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Impact of Social and Economical Circumstances of Families upon the
Economies of Olive Production in the Northern Regions of the West

Bank (North Aseera, North Azzoun, and Arrabah)

Abstract

This study aims at identifying the impact of social and economical
circumstances upon the economies of olive production on the farmers. In
addition, it aims at shedding light on the impacts of the factors of looking
after the olive trees upon productivity, identifying the problems that olive
farmers face, and reaching recommendations that may help to activate this
type of agriculture in the light of the current economical, social, and political
circumstances.

The study population consisted of olive farmers in the rain regions in the
northern territories of the West Bank. The northern territories of the West
Bank (the governorates of Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarm, Qalgqilia, and Salfeet) were
divided to three rain geographic regions: quasi-coastal area, middle
mountainous area, and plain area).

The area well-known for olive farming and whose inhabitants depend on olive
farming for their living is selected. Specifically: North Aseera in Nablus
Governorate, North Azzoun in Qalgilia Governorate, and Arrabah in Jenin
Governorate have been chosen. The research sample consisted of 98 olive
farmers chosen randomly.

The methodology of collecting data consisted of personal interviews by using
a questionnaire designed specifically for this purpose to serve the purposes of
the study. Data were collected during the period from the beginning of
September till the end of October 2006. After that, the collected data were
analyzed by using a group of analytical statistic methods such as frequency
distribution and relative frequency. To show the differences, non-parameter
efficient such as Chi square were used to serve the purposes of the study.

The study reached the following findings: The average of the ages of the
research sample members was 53 years. The percentage of farmers working in
agriculture as a main profession was 49 % while the percentage of farmers
working in agriculture as a secondary profession was 47 %, and the general
average of agricultural experience was 27 years.



The average number of trees per dunum was 15 trees. The average
productivity per dunum from young olive trees (1-10 years) was 58 kilogram
per dunum, from middle-aged olive trees (10-15 years) was 82 kilogram per
dunum, and from old olive trees (more than 15 years) was 120 kilogram per
dunum.

There is a significant relationship between productivity and social variables,
and there is a significant relationship between productivity and the age of
family head at Aseera and the total three regions, and relationship between
productivity and the number of family members at Aseera and the total three
regions, and relationship between productivity and the number of males older
than 15 years old at Aseera and the total three regions, and relationship
between productivity and the number of females older than 15 years old at
Aseera and the total three regions, and relationship between productivity and
the academic level at Aseera. And relationship between productivity and the
participation of male family head (father) at Aseera, and relationship between
productivity and the participation of female family head (mother) at Aseera
and the total three regions.

There is no significant relationship between productivity and the rest of the
social variables (such as age of family head and number of family members)
in North Azzoun.

The study showed the costs of production per dunum of land planted with
olive trees.

- The costs range between 44 to 57.5 JD.

- The highest costs were in Arrabah which reached 57.5 JD per dunum.

- The lowest costs were in North Azzoun which reached 44 JD per dunum.

Due to the shortage of studies and reports related to olive especially the social
and economical analyses, the study recommends to carry out more social and
economical studies at both the area and the West Bank levels to achieve the
required modifications and improvements at the proper time.
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