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Runaway Girls and Their Suffering after Escape (Severity of reaction and

Concerns): A Study in the West Bank

Prepared by: Afnan Hassan
Supervisor: Dr. Khalid Hreish

Abstract

This study aims to identify the relationship between runaway girls from their families’
homes and their suffering after escape (severity of reactions and concerns). A
questionnaire was developed to examine a number of demographic and social factors
that might influence girls’ leaving parents’ home. These factors: Place of living, age,
academic level, marital status, family income, health condition, direct reason for
escape, degree of family religiosity, place of stay after escape. In addition, the study
considered material support, impact of peers, family violence and family
disintegration. The study instrument was administered to a sample of 90 girls out of
235 escapees from their families” homes in the Palestinian West Bank governorates.
The results show that family disintegration, economic condition, and domestic
violence are the most important factors that force girls to think of fleeing their homes.
Also, results indicated that there are no significant differences in the suffering of girls
which could be attributed to the demographic and social factors. In the light of the
study findings, the researcher suggests enhancing the role of the social workers at
different social institutions, especially who directly deal with these escapees, and
providing support to these escapees in order to help these cases to readapt to their
communities. The study also recommends conducting further studies to tackle/explore

other factors related to this phenomenon.
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