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ARMISH United States Army Mission Headquarters.

GENMISH United States military Mission to the
Gendarmerie.

CENTO Central Treaty Organization.

NSAM National Security Action Memorandums.

ILSA Iran Libya Sanction Act.

CPMAJO The Conference of Presidents of Major American

Jewish Organization.

AIPAC The American Israel Public Affairs Committee.
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US Foreign Policy toward Iran
And
Iranian Nuclear Program Crisis
2001 — 2006

Abstract

This thesis deals with US foreign policy toward Iran and its nuclear program
crisis from 2001 until 2006, which is the period of George W. Bush
presidency. This period witnessed local, regional, and international key
incidents that had an impact on US foreign policy toward Iran and its nuclear
program.

On one hand, with the coming of the Bush administration the neo-
conservatives achieved an exclusive leadership of this administration. They
exploited the September 11 tragedy, which personified their wheel of fortune
to establish a new regional order (The New Middle East) aiming at rephrasing
the geographical and political map of the Middle East. As a result, US foreign
policy shifted into a uni-polar approach to address world politics.

On the other hand, it was a retreating period of the Reformers vis-a-vis the
Conservatives in lIran since 2003. But, it is also an exceptional period of
Iranian diplomacy which deals with the crisis very shrewdly.

This study utilizes the Systems Analysis theory that was first set by David
Easton and the Realism theory to reach its conclusions. The thesis concludes
that the making of US foreign policy toward Iran is the production of
different interacting bureaus and agencies. It also explores the tools used in
handling the Iranian nuclear program.

The significance of this thesis is in showing the interplay of regional and
international factors influencing US foreign policy toward Iran. It is apparent
from the thesis that the geopolitical competition between the United States
and Iran is at its zenith in the region. The United States is the dominant
power, but Iran, represents a prominent regional rising power that is
challenging U.S influence in the region.



The study concludes that the Iranian Atomic crisis is an eco-political one par
excellence; connected with the American strategy in the Middle East in
general. The United States is trying to utilize this matter in any way possible
to negatively affect Iranian internal situation in order to weaken its political
system for the purpose of changing it.

This strategy is America's unannounced aim in the Arabian Gulf region. It is
a way, therefore, in solving all outstanding problems between the two
countries: The U.S. and Iran.

The thesis is composed of seven chapters and a conclusion, which include the
possible US scenarios in dealing with the Iranian nuclear crisis.
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