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Study Summary

The aim of this study is to provide valid information about the environmental and
health status and its related practices of the refugees living at the Beach Camp. The
sample of this study was 400 houses selected through a Systematic Random Sample
where the researcher selected every 20" house of the Beach Camp houses using
Random Walk Technique. The target populations of this study were those who met
the following criteria; ever married women, living in the beach camp and aged
berween 15-49 years at the time of data collection. Data were collected using
household interviewed questionnaire which contained five parts including the
socioeconomic, demographic characters of the family, environment and its related
components, the health status of the family, the reproductive health experience of the
women and the health services focusing on primary health care. The response rate
was 94% and th- researcher used the SPSS Program Version (8.0) for data entry,
cleaning, validity checking and analysis.
The study shows that the family size in the Beach Camp is big where 85% of the
Jamilies were structured from six members and more. Of the houses surveyed, 77% of
the fathers have completed 7 years of education and more, nevertheless, 84.6% of
the mothers have also completed 7 years of education. Fathers who are working as
employees represented 34.5% and 33.2% were working as workers. From fathers,
72.2% were working in the Gaza Strip. Only 4.5% of the mothers are engaged in full
time work and 76.6% of the study families are headed by the father. The study reveals
that houses in the Beach Camp are crowded where in more than 63% of the houses
2-4 people are living in every single room and the average people living in one room
are 2.9 persons per room. The study shows that 31.5% of the families’ have income
less than 1000 NIS and 49.6% of the families are receiving social welfare aids. Most
of the study population does not know the proper definition of the environment and
the potential risks around the family houses.
Most families (72%) were mainly depend on the bootable water, and 70.5% were
suffering from shortage of water and 51% of them reported that the main reason for
that is related to supplying the water from the main source. Regarding the sewage
system, all the households had have toilets and 98.3% of the houses were connected
1o the public sewage system. The sanitation cleaners are the main responsible people
(55.8%) for collecting the solid wastes from the Beach Camps households. Of the
domestic solid wastes, 87% are collected in organized places such as containers or
places recognized by the municipal organization, although 76.7% of residents of the
Beach Camp mentioned that the solid waste containers constituted by itself a health

Problem. Of the study population, 63.2% reported that UNRWA sanitary department
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is the responsible body for the garbage collection. Of respondents, 93% mentioned
that there are problems of insects and rodents at the Beach Camp. The study shows
that 60.4% of the houses obtained at least one smoker member and 86.6% of houses
have had smoking fathers while smoking mothers constituted only 7.7%. Regarding
the family health, 15.6% of the study houses have at least one house resident suffers
Jfrom infectious disease ranging from Influenza, chicken box, meningitis,
conjunctivitis and other diseases. ~ Many houses have chronic patients and it is
increased among old generations than younger ones. Of the study households, 32%
have at least one family member who had an accident and 6.7% of the study
households have at least one handicapped member and the most frequently revealed
disability was mental disability.

Regarding the reproductive health experience, 97.5% of mothers surveyed were ever
married and 44.8% of them their marriage is consanguineous one. The mean mother
age at the 1" marriage was 18.4 years and the mean age at thz 1* pregnancy was
18.9 years old and the mean age of the mother at the time of having the 1 baby was
19.6 years. Almost half of the mothers had experience abortion (at least once).
Regarding mothers’ preferable number of children in this study, 35.6% of the
mothers preferred to have 5-8 children. More than 70% of the mothers surveyed had
used contraceptive methods and their preferred contraceptive method is the
intrauterine device (51.8%) and half of them decided by themselves about using
contraceptive methods (50%) and most of them got the contraceptive methods from
UNRWA health centers (76.1%).

Similarly, UNRWA is the main place from which the Beach Camp residents get the
basic health service (82.8%). Upon facing any medical emergency, the I* place
where the Beach Camp residents go for, is the emergency room of the closest
hospital.  Respondents main perceived problems at the health facilities were;
insufficient amount of medications and the shortage of specialized staff and basic
technology. When asked about their perceived satisfaction about the components of
the primary health care, they were satisfied about the antenatal care, mother child
health services, treatment of childhood illness, vacéination services and the
accessibility to the health facilities.

The researcher concludes that it is so important to stress on and empower the values of
health promotion and health education regarding the environment both its problems and
risks. It is also important to increase awareness of the various stakeholders regarding the
problem of the population inflation and its negative consequences such as poverty, social
diseases, and over-crowdness. The Beach Camp residents also suffer from bad quality of

water, rodents and insects which require urgent intervention. Improving the relationships
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between the clients and health providers and sanitary personnel is also an issue that
requires interventions. More efforts are needed aiming at improving the maternity services
and the provision of health facilities with the needed qualified/specialized staff, needed

basic medications and necessary equipment.
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