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Multiplicity of laws Related to Personal Status and its Impact on

Enforcing Judicial Decisions.
Prepared by: Sanaa Ibrahim Asaad Dweik.

Supervisor: Dr. Yasser Zbeidat.

Abstract

The Palestinian people live in a rare legal status due to the Israeli occupation
of this area and the later political division. The Palestinians are in fact divided
into four peoples, who are subject to different laws, legislations and judicial

systems .

Complications particularly arise in personal status cases where mixed
nationality marriages take place. For instance, when a man from Jerusalem,
who holds a Jerusalemite identity or from 1948 areas, who holds and Israeli
card, marries a woman from the West Bank or vice versa. The same happens
when a man from the Gaza Strip marries a woman from Jerusalem or 1948
areas or vice versa. This has serious impacts on the execution of judicial
decision. The study sheds light on these impacts and issues supported with

legal excerpts and real life instances.



The study consists of an introduction, two sections and a conclusion. The first
section reviews the applied laws in Jerusalem, 1948 areas, and the West Bank

and Gaza. It also reviews their executive systems.

The second section handles the impacts of having various personal status laws
on enforcing the judicial decisions, describing the differences between those
laws in polygamy, marriage age, alimony, custody, arbitrary divorce and
money split law. It sheds light on the challenges in enforcing the judicial

decisions issued by the different courts of law.

The study concludes a number of points that could be summarized in the
necessity of cooperation between the different judicial parties to enforce the
decisions by each side. In addition, it provides a number of recommendations

in this respect.
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