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Regulation of chemical weapons in light of international law.
Syria as a model.
Prepared by: Zakaria M. I. Abu Aisha
Supervised by: Dr. Najah Dugmaq

Abstract:

This study shed the light on chemical weapons in general, and focused on their
definition, the purpose of chemical weapons, and their forms through presenting
the chemical factors that can be used in chemical weapons. The study presents the
organizational size of chemical weapons on an international level and on the level
of the Chemical Weapons Convention, to show the extent of the regulatory
deficiencies of chemical weapons at the international level to show the risks
resulting from the use of chemical weapons on many environmental, economic,
political and humanitarian aspects, as well as the size of the threats resulting from
the use of chemical weapons of mass destruction on international relations,
security and global health and their extended effects. The study presented the
historical series of chemical weapons uses from the oldest to the most recent.

The study started from a major question which is. Did the international law find a
regulation to control the chemical weapons? In Addition, to the nature of dealing
with recent international chemical crimes by the international bodies and the states
themselves. As well as to the reactions and the extent to which their procedures are
in conformity with the international legal regulation of chemical weapons and the
extent of their repercussions on the future of states and international relations.The
extent of its effectiveness in achieving security and military stability in the whole
world. The study shed light on the Syrian Arab Republic as a model for chemical
warfare in the modern era, and the extent to which international law actors achieve
international rules, provisions and agreements and their interaction with chemical
attacks in Syria.

The study is divided into two chapters, in addition to the general framework of the
study, where the first chapter dealt with the definition of chemical weapons, the
purpose of their existence, the size of the risks and threats resulting from them, as



well as the historical context of chemical weapons in the ancient and modern
times. The second chapter of the study dealt with the manifestations of deficiencies
in the regulation of chemical weapons at the international levels and within the
framework of the Chemical Weapons Convention. At the end of the second
chapter, the study gave the effects of deficiencies contained in the international
regulation of chemical weapons.

The study came to the conclusion of several results, the most prominent of which is
that the legal regulation of chemical weapons at the general international level
emphasized the need of not to using chemical weapons and to prohibit its usage in
wars and conflicts. In contrast to what was stated in the Chemical Weapons
Prohibition Convention of 1993 AD, which constituted a comprehensive regulation
to prohibit the usage, manufacturing, storing and even the destruction of chemical
weapons. In addition, the convention came up with controlled international legal
procedures, and it was a real initiative to eliminate chemical weapons.The study
concluded that the unilateral international sanctions imposed on Syria, especially
those of a military nature, were illegal sanctions. These sanctions opposed the
international legal framework represented by the Security Council and the
international criminal judiciary therefore they violated the provisions of
international law. In addition, these sanctions have contributed to an increase in the
humanitarian and political crisis in Syria. Rather, they have served to intensify the
Syrian internal fighting, and have not affected the level of chemical attacks and
other war crimes.
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