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Alternative punishments to punishment depriving freedom from a
developmental perspective: an exploratory study from the point of view

of Specialists

Prepared by: Raafat Sameer A-amer
Supervisor: Dr.Wafa'a Al-khateeb

Dr. Zeiad Qannam

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore alternative sanctions to custodial sentences from a
developmental perspective. It employed a quantitative descriptive approach, and the study
population comprised all judges, prosecutors, and staff members working in correctional
and rehabilitation centers in the West Bank, totaling 335 individuals. The researcher used
random sampling, with a sample size of 125 respondents who were present during the
distribution of the questionnaire and expressed their willingness to participate. To achieve
the study objectives, a questionnaire was prepared and distributed to the study sample.

After collecting the questionnaires, they were statistically analyzed using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results revealed that the strongest motivation
for implementing alternative sanctions was the consideration that they present a more
humane image of society. The main obstacles to implementing alternative sanctions were
found to be the political reality, which hinders verifying the actual implementation of such
sanctions, and the developmental implications of applying alternative sanctions to
custodial sentences, which affect the official institution, the offender, their family, and the
community.

Based on the study's results and discussions, several recommendations were made,
including urging legislative bodies to work on enacting a law that allows for the
implementation of alternative sanctions in Palestinian society due to its positive impact on
development. It was also recommended to highlight the social and economic benefits of
adopting the Alternative Sanctions Law through official and private Palestinian media.

Keywords: alternative sanctions, custodial sentence, development, experts.
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