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The Reality of Financial Records of Property Tax and Their Relationship
to Land and Water Settlement Activities in Palestine — An Analytical
Study-

Prepared by: Mo’men Fathi Abdullah Jawabreh
Supervisor: Dr. Thamin Hijjawi

Abstract:

This study analyzes the reality of financial records related to property tax and their
relationship to land and water settlement activities in the northern governorates of the West
Bank in Palestine (Jenin, Nablus, Tulkarm, Qalqilya, Salfit). The research problem arises
from challenges concerning the effectiveness of these records as a legal and administrative
reference in settlement operations, amid the variability of registration systems during the
British and Jordanian periods, and the resulting legislative and institutional complexities.
The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach using a mixed methodology that
combines quantitative and qualitative methods. A total of 400,277 tax records obtained from
the Palestinian Ministry of Finance were analyzed using SPSS, alongside legal and
documentary content analysis.

The results showed that Jenin Governorate accounted for the largest proportion of records
(48.8%), with Jordanian records constituting the majority (77.4%) compared to British
records (22.6%). Statistically significant differences were found in land areas and
classifications between records according to governorate and record type, reflecting the
divergence in legal and administrative systems between the British and Jordanian periods.

The study recommends updating procedures and legislation governing property tax and
settlement activities, establishing a national digital database and an independent land and
water settlement register, and enhancing human capacities through specialized training
programs in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and property and tax records
management. It also emphasizes the necessity of forming a comprehensive national team to
confront the Israeli settlement plan in Area C and protect Palestinian rights.

This study aims to fill a scientific gap due to the scarcity of research addressing the impact
of old paper financial records on land settlement within the Palestinian context, thus
providing a legal and institutional analytical framework to inform the development of
relevant public policies.

Keywords: Property Tax Records, Jordanian Records, British Records, Land and Water
Settlement, Palestinian legal framework.
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