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THE INFLUENCE OF THE PROCEDURES OF THE MINISTRY OF
INTERIOR OVER THE ROLE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS IN PALESTINE

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate and analyze the influence of the procedures of the
Palestinian Ministry of Interior (Mol) over the role and attributes of the
Palestinian Human Rights organizations (PHROs) since 1994. In addition to
identifying the pertinent procedures of the Mol, the study attempts to
determine whether there is a co-relation between those procedures and the
increasing number of PHROs, the increase in the sources and amount of
funding provided to the PHROs, the efficiency of the PHRO, the development
of the legal framework of the PHRO, and development of organized
institutional building of the PHROs.

The pool of the study comprises the PHROs that serve in the west bank,
including Jerusalem. Forty five organizations were subjected to this study,
which  followed the "comprehensive-survey" methodology. These
organizations were given three different questionnaires, from which the
researcher retrieved sixty.

The instrument that the study uses is a two-part questionnaire: the first part
collects general information about the subjects of the study (e.g. gender,
religion, age, education, professional specialization), and the second part
consists of forty four questions that reflect the hypothesis and inquiries of the - -
study. Cronbah's alpha test was applied to measure the coefficient of
reliability of the instrument, according to which, the coefficient of reliability

was %85.5. Data was also analyzed using the following statistical methods:
T. Test, ANOVA and SPSS.

The study concludes with a number of significant results, most important of
which are: 1- the number of PHROs has increased after the establishment of
the Palestinian National Authority in 1994 and the emancipation from the
restraints of the Israeli military laws that followed, 2- attributes the relatively
small number of the PHROs (in comparison with the other conventional
organizations that follow the horizontal expansion approach by establishing
new branches) to the vertical development approach that PHROs follow,
which focuses on training and rehabilitating employees and diversification of
specializations, 4- PHROs depend completely on foreign financial aid as its
main source of funding, 5- and finally, unlike the majority of the conventional
organizations, PHROs have boards of trustees.




Based on the abovementioned, the study presents a number of
recommendations, most important of which is the need for a special
legislation that organizes the activity of PHROs and other modern
organizations that share similar institutional structures. It also concludes that
the Palestinian Authority and the PHROs in particular and civil society
organizations in general should formulate an organized and constant
mechanism for consultation, though which they can crystallize national
policies consistent with the interests of all parties.
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