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Abstract

The Old City of Jerusalem differs from all other cities, with its Arab roots and as the
birthplace of the heavenly religions, a succession of nations has descended upon it, each
stone tells the history of Nation(s). Within its walls lie historical, architectural and
religious relics the most important being the Blessed Al Agsa Mosque which dominates the
visual view of the city and bears witness of the Arabic Islamic culture in the city.
Jerusalem, Al Quds, with its mosques, churches, hospice, schools, libraries and homes
form a magnificent mosaic, which requires care and preservation in order for us to transmit
it unscathed to future generations. Over the past few years, the Old City, an artistic
masterpiece has been damaged by waves of (new building) additions and architectural
changes which obscure the view and cut off the breath, whether on the rooftops, in the
internal courtyards, hawakeer and houshs in addition to internal changes made in
individual houses. These considerations are at the heart of this study, which looks into the

effects of random building on the architectural heritage of the Old City buildings.

The disfiguration in the architecture of this historical city played a role in choosing the
subject of this dissertation. The construction activities, additions and alternations to
buildings were done, in most cases, impulsively while using improper material, which
contradicts the original material of the architecture. The onlooker realizes rather quickly
the lack of beauty and ugliness of many of these homes. Some use cement and brick
instead of stone, others show off by explaining how they destroyed a dome to built a room
above it. In addition, tens of external and internal iron staircases deform the look of the
houses and conceal original stones and historical features. Parenthetically the study looks
what these random buildings have on the social life, and the nature, and the way of living
inside these homes. How did Jerusalemites interpret their acts and finally searched if the
Israeli policies, especially the planning approach and building regulations had any effect

on people's housing behaviour?

In order to achieve the study's objective, an integrated methodology was used to track the
historical development. To understand the problematic, a descriptive methodology was
adopted, gathering all specific information related to the study. Finally, an analytical
methodology was used to understand the real reasons that have forced the inhabitants of

the Old City to build in this fashion, despite the ensuing consequences.

-]




In order to obtain the factual information, several tools were used, such as observation,
conducting personal interviews and photography. Furthermore, a questionnaire,
interviewing people, was prepared in order to measure the different aspects of the problem.
A random, diverse yet inclusive and representative sample was chosen in order to reflect as
accurate results as possible. Several references, books and reports relevant to the study

were selected.

The study has been divided into five chapters covering the past, present and daily life. The
past and the present was referred to in chapter 3 through the historical and architectural :
development of the city. It also tries to look at the Israelis practices and policies imposed
on the city, its inhabitants and heritage since the beginning of the occupation. The daily life
was referred to in chapter 4 that tackled the practices of the city’s inhabitants such as
construction and changes made inside their homes. Also, the motives behind these

practices and their impact on their daily and social life were researched.

The outcomes of the study demonstrates that the random building has not only affected the
city’s heritage but also its social life, the quality of architectural specificities and also the
deterioration of the structural environment of old city buildings. It has also led to the

reduction in the quality of life of its inhabitants.

Furthermore, it illustrates, there is a tight relation between the actions of the inhabitants of
the Old City, such as constructions and random additions and the Israeli Urban planning
and planning law which hinder the approval of building permits which in turn forces

people to construct "illegally".

The study has found that the Israeli policies towards the city and its
inhabitants as well as the laws that limit their freedom to choose a place of residence
outside Jerusalem, has forced hundreds to return to the city which constitutes an additional

burden on its ancient buildings and therefore on its heritage through crowding and

population density.




This study concluded that the conflicting political actions, in an ethnically divided city
under occupation, such as in old Jerusalem, have pushed its inhabitants to perform
undesired practices to the buildings. Yet, Jerusalem's inhabitants have to resort to many |
coping mechanisms in order to survive their existence. Keeping this in mind, the random "
building inside Jerusalem will not be solved in isolation of a political solution. Until this is
found, a number of recommendations were made so as to ease the level of damage caused
to the buildings' heritage and history. One recommendation is to create a structural plan in
order to correct the altered buildings and to reverse its negative effects. At the same time, it
is important to guarantee to the old city's inhabitants the right of shelter and proper living

conditions, without destroying the city's heritage.
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