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The role of the Palestinian tourism in sustainable development,
Reality and ways of development

Abstract
This study was conducted in the period between April and July 2009. Examined the role of

the Palestinian tourism in sustainable development, reality and ways of development, the
study aimed to identify the Palestinian tourism and its role in sustainable development, and
ways of development in the West Bank, emphasis was placed on the most important tourist

sites which the provinces of Bethlehem and Jericho.

The study identified the role of tourism in the economy, society and environment. In
addition to the analysis of the contribution of tourism to economic factors, and highlight
the challenges and constraints of the industry, as well as to highlight and analyze the
strengths and opportunities that help to establish this important industry , as well as other

social and environmental factors of sustainable development .

Community of the study all tourism companies registered and licensed with the Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities in Bethlehem and Jericho, (110) has been adopted random sample
of (86) as a single account random sampling sites were distributed to decision-makers in

companies ( 82) to identify suitable for analysis.

The most important reason that motivate the researcher to do this study is to be seen while
working as an adviser to the Minister of Tourism in which he believed that tourism has a
role in sustainable development, but is disabled in Palestine as a result of several factors
that negatively affect the role of tourism and a contributor to positive images of actors in
sustainable development To detect this role study relied on a method to fit the descriptive
approach for purposes of this study, which relied on primary sources to identify the author
of the interview, where he was interviewed a group of researchers and specialists in the

economies of tourism.

This study has identified the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and challenges for the
Palestinian tourism. It also identified the ways of development that will help to develop

.the Palestinian tourism

The study achieved its main goal (Palestinian recognition in the process of sustainable
development, and reality, and ways to develop this tourism to become useful in the
processes of sustainable development). In addition to the main goal the study achieved the

following sub goals: identify the reality of the Palestinian tourism



Identify the role of tourism in the sustainable development process. Identify ways to
develop tourism. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the Palestinian tourism. Identify
.opportunities and challenges for the Palestinian tourism

Identify the characteristics impact of the sample examined on quested

One of the most important results reached by the study, rejected the hypothesis that there is
no relationship between the situation of tourism and sustainable development, and to reject
the premise That there was no statistically significant differences at the level of < 00.05
averages in the calculation of the respondents answered, on the situation of tourism, for all
variables. Except for changing the certificate of science. And accept the premise that there
were no statistically significant differences at the level of > 00.05 averages in the
calculation of the respondents answered, on sustainable development, for all variables,

except the two variables sex and education.

Waller also noted the results of the respondents rejected the current reality of tourism and
the rejection of its current contribution to sustainable development

The study reached the following conclusions:

There were statistically significant differences at the level of significance (0<0.05) in the
calculation of the averages of the answers of respondents on all axes due to their own

variables (sex, age .....). Except gender and education variables.

The main question of the study, (what is the role of tourism in the sustainable development
process, and what are the ways of development, to increase its contribution in the process

of sustainable development)?

As a result of the analysis of the responses by the respondents, the study concluded that
there was rejection of the community about the reality of tourism and its role in sustainable

development.

The study concluded the most important set of proposals to promote a tourist Palestinian
law and regulations interpreting the law, increased investment in rehabilitation programs
and training, establishment of specialized training institutes for different professional
disciplines tourism. Support scientific research in the development of human resources, the
creation of a specialized tourist information for the purposes of tourism. Stimulate the flow
of tourism investments. And the promotion of tourism projects. Establishing financial
institutions to support and stimulate tourism. The establishment of a supreme council is
composed of businessmen and investors to develop tourism, the application of the tourist

emblem of excellence as well as to identify the development ways on all axes.
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