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Husayn Abu Helow
The Shrine of Nabi Samwil

Summary

The Shrine of Nabi Samwil (The Prophet Samuel) is part of the history,
heritage and culture of the Palestinian. It is an important archaeological
monument dating back hundreds of years that has not received its share of
scholar's attention. Keeping in mind its religious important for the three divinely
revealed religions.

The introduction investigates the concept of shrines, the reasons for their
construction, their characteristics and types, and their locations.

Chapter One examines the history of human occupation at the site of Nabi
Samwil, which goes back to the Neolithic period, as the traces of occupation
found in archaeological excavations demonstrate.

The chapter quickly surveys the succession of peoples that have controlled the
area, including the Canaanities, Israelites, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks,
Romans, Byzantines, and then examines its history during the Early Islamic
period, the Crusader occupation, and the Ayyubid, Mumluk and Ottoman
period, up to the current Israeli occupation. Chapter One then records the
location of the village, its borders, the size of its population that would not have -
exceeded the hundreds, and its Mediterranean climate.

The chapter also studies the history of the Prophet Samuel, based on ancient
sources which identify him as member of the Tribe of Levy the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham. Samuel, who grew up under the care of
El, the priest in the sanctuary of Shiloh, was the last of the Judges and the first
Prophet of the Israelites after Moses. The chapter investigates his place of
birth, death and burial; most sources maintain that he was born and died at the
village of Nabi Samwil and that his grave is in the village mosque.

Chapter Two examines the region of the Shrine of Nabi Samwil, located about
4 km northwest of Jerusalem within an area of some 40 dunams of a rocky




mountain top. The chapter discusses the political, military and cultural
importance of the location, the extant remains that demonstrate the role that
this region played in various periods and the sequence of peoples who
mhabited it. The shrine was originally a Byzantine monastery built in the time
of the emperor Justinian (518 - 527 AD).

The Muslims built a mosque over the grave, as recorded by the Jewish Pilgrim
Benjamin of Tudela who visited the shrine in 1173,

The Crusaders constructed a church over the spot in 1157, which was
converted into a mosque after the victory of Salah al Din at the Battle of
Hittin and the capture of Jerusalem in 1187.

In 1523 the Ottoman Sultan Sulayman the Magnificent ordered the local
authorities to demolish a wing of the church and to convert the entire building
into a mosque. Shaykh Muhammad al-Kalili, who died in 1149/1736 built a
minaret. The shrine continues to function as a mosque for prayers.

Chapter three provides a description and structural analyses of the shine. It
shows that various architectural features of the builing vary in their masonry
and style of construction since they were constructed in different periods. The
chapter also outlines the most important restprations and renovations that were
carried out in the shrine, especially during the Ottoman, British Mandate and
Jordanian periods. For this of the records of the Islamic Law Court in Jerusalem
and the Department of the Revival of the Islamic Heritage in Abu Dis were
consulted. The chapter then illustrates the structural history of the building that
contains three major phases : Crusader / Ayyubid, Ottoman and Modern.

The study includes numerous architectural drawings, photographs and
appendices.
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