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The Degree of Knowledge of Special Education Specialists About The
Characteristics of Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder And Its
Relationship To The Strategies Used For Intervention With Them

Prepared by: Dalia Sha’ban Ahmad Mattar
Supervised by: Dr. Saheer Sabbah.

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the level of knowledge of special education
specialists about the characteristics of children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) and its relationship to the strategies used for intervention
with them. The descriptive method was used in the study, which was
conducted on 136 special education specialists in Palestine. The study tools
included a questionnaire on knowledge of the characteristics of children with
ASD and a questionnaire on knowledge of intervention strategies for children
with ASD, both developed by the researcher. The results showed a very high
level of knowledge and also indicated that as the knowledge of special
education specialists about the characteristics of children with ASD increased,
their use of intervention strategies with children with ASD also increased.
Additionally, the results for the variables (experience, nature of work,
institution, participation in training courses, number of courses, course title)
showed no statistically significant differences. As for gender, the results
favored females, and for the variable of residence, the northern region was
favored. The variable of academic degree indicated that as the academic
degree increased, so did their knowledge of the characteristics of children
with autism. The variable of specialization was in favor of special education
and social sciences. Moreover, the results of the final question showed no
differences for the variables (academic degree, experience, gender, nature of
work, institution, number of courses, course title), while the specialization
variable favored social sciences.

Based on the study results, the researcher recommended designing specialized
tests for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder to identify their preferred
learning style.

Keywords: special education specialists, knowledge, autism, teaching
strategies.
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