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Maintenance and restoration works at Khirbet et-Tireh
Case Study for mosaic floors, stone walls and plaster layers
Ramallah - Palestine

Prepared by :Raed Jalal Mahmoud Khalil

Supervisors:
Dr. Mohamad Jawabreh
Prof. Salah Hussein Al-Houdalieh

Abstract:

The archaeological and historical sites or buildings are symbols of the immortal
Palestinian memory, which are transmitted by generations to preserve the national
identity and exploit it in the process of economic development through Promoting and
activating the tourism, so this study came to highlight the value of the archaeological
and historical sites in Palestine, as they are affected by natural and human problems.

Therefore, the absence of awareness and lack of protection from the official
institution for the archaeological and historical sites or buildings that led to damage
many of these monuments without return, in addition to highlighting one of the sites
to be an example by finding effective ways to restore, rehabilitate and make it a
functional model of the archaeological or historical sites in Palestine, the site of
Khirbet et-Tireh, located to the west of Ramallah city, which contains many features
and important landmarks, in addition to the different and distinctive mosaics floors. In
the beginning of the study | defined the geographically, and historically city of
Ramallah, and adding the most important archaeological sites in order to know the
relationship between the archaeological site of Khirbet et-Tireh with the rest of the
sites in Ramallah city.

In addition, the field studies were conducted on archaeological sites in Palestine,
which have mosaic floors; we make the documentation processes for the problems
and the methods that we used in restoration for these sites in order to compare them
with the mosaic of Khirbet et-Tireh.

| pointed the importance of the historical and archaeological data of Khirbet et-Tireh,
and the excavated archaeological features. In addition, the study presented the
problems of the mosaic floors, showing the interventions and the materials which
have been used in the restoration process, and suggestions for the future restoration,
the study shows the methodology which used in Khirbet et-Tireh during the
archaeological excavations, or during documentation or restoration.

At the end of the study, | prove that Khirbet et-Tireh is one of the significance high
religious and archaeological site, and for the mosaic floors, this present study found



that the mosaic floors in the Byzantine period were related in terms of shapes,
techniques or similarities by the problems and damage. The result we reached can
help to rehabilitate the site to receive visitors, by developing plans and proposals,
hoping to be implemented in the near term.
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