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The Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the Phenomenon of Crime
within the Palestinian Society

Done by: Basil Monjed Essa Al-Hawwash
Supervised by: Dr. Issam Al-Atrash

Abstract

This study aims at identifying the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the phenomenon of
crime within the Palestinian society. By means of achieving its objective, the study
followed the analytical descriptive approach in order to describe the percentage of change
in crime during the pandemic and analyze the reasons behind this change whether by an
increase or a decrease in the overall number of crimes. Alongside the analytical descriptive
approach, the adaptation method was introduced in the process of data collection and
analysis by acquiring the statistics of the Palestinian Police Service with regards to the
number of crimes committed in the Palestinian society. Seven types of crimes were
appropriated, including: Cybercrimes, financial crimes, offences against individuals,
narcotic crimes, domestic violence offences, public order offences, and offences against
morals and decency. These statistics were analyzed thoroughly to deliver results of the

change occurring with regards to the phenomenon of crime.

The study concluded a set of findings. On the one hand, the most important finding was
the significant rise in cybercrimes due to quarantine and closures imposed by the
government by means of combating the virus. On the other hand, the study also showcased
a decrease in financial crimes (theft) and those related to public order and morals and
decency as a result of the heavy deployment and constant presence of the security services
in the streets preventing criminals from achieving their deeds. In addition to that, the study
also found that the increase in spare-time during the pandemic resulted in an increase in

domestic violence offences and cybercrimes.

Accordingly, the study came out with a number of recommendations. Amongst the most
relevant was the need for the criminal justice systems to address crimes during the
pandemic through accurate statistics, to increase the security services deployment during
the pandemic in order to hinder criminals from achieving their purposes within the absence

of informal surveillance, and for the Palestinian legislators to consider the pandemic an

c



aggravate circumstance on the crimes committed for the authorities to devote themselves

to combating the pandemic.

Furthermore, the official bodies shall issue detailed statistics about the essence and drivers
of crime during the pandemic in order to be able to draw preventative policies and
measures. Moreover, the Palestinian Government shall support individuals and entities
most affected by the pandemic; especially laborers. On top of that, the private sector, such
as banks and telecommunication companies, shall assume their social responsibilities
towards the citizens by supporting them financially or by means of facilitating their
financial procedures. And finally, performing researches and studies on the pandemic’s
preventative policies and measures based on the results of this study which demonstrated

the impact of the pandemic on crimes.
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