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Bias and Distinction in Israeli Policy towards Historical Cemeteries
in Jerusalem, A Comparative Study between ""Bab al-Rahma
Cemetery' and ""Maman Allah” on one hand and the “Jewish

Cemetery" on the Mount of Olives on the other hand

Prepared by: fida' zuhayr eabd alfataah yaghmur

Supervisor: Dr. yusuf alnatsha

Abstract

As appears from the title of the study, it addresses the attitude and policy of Israeli
institutions towards historical cemeteries in the city of Jerusalem and seeks to
demonstrate the bias, double standards and contradictory values applied by institutions
towards Muslim cemeteries, in contrast to those implemented in the Jewish cemetery
on Mount of Olives. To achieve this, the research was divided into an introduction that
had a glimpse about the graves, the importance, justification, problem and questions of
the study as shown in the index, as well as the study's hypothesis and approach, the

difficulties encountered in the research, and a glimpse of previous studies.

The second chapter of this study explored the similarities and differences between
Islamic and Jewish beliefs regarding resurrection, burial, the sanctity of the deceased,
and the sanctity of cemeteries, on both sides. It examined the extent to which both sides
believe in the existence of resurrection, the sanctity of the dead, the obligation not to
disturb graves, and it attempted to trace what is written in the Quran, Sunnah of the
Prophet, and Torah about the sanctity of the deceased, appearance of the graves, and

the manner of burial.

Chapter three was devoted to examine the history of the historical cemeteries in the
vicinity of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque and the Old City of Jerusalem, in terms of the
reasons for naming, boundaries, area, ownership verification, knowing the significance
for both Muslims and Jews, and the most famous individuals buried in these cemeteries

over the ages, in addition to monitoring fundamental changes that have occurred.

To complete the research, chapter four focused on studying Israeli policies towards the
cemeteries in city of Jerusalem, and the way it deals with Islamic and Jewish

cemeteries.



This chapter received adequate space to clarify the features of this policy, despite the
challenges due to the scarcity of original references and sources, which mainly
consisted of newspaper articles, and therefore, in order to find a balance, it was
necessary to conduct personal interviews with some officials and those who are
interested. However, the measures taken against these cemeteries were traced based on
the files of the Islamic Endowments department in Jerusalem, attempting to infer the
results and effects of these measures and policies on the cemeteries and residents of the
local community in the city. The study aimed to demonstrate and prove the double
standards followed by the occupying authority in dealing with Islamic cemeteries in
contrast to Jewish cemeteries in the city, as if the sanctity of humanity is determined by

their religion.

The study was concluded with several results that clearly highlight the stark difference
in the followed policies between Muslim and Jewish cemeteries is clearly visible,
including restrictions, confiscations, deduction, tomb demolitions, and prevention of
burial in Muslim cemeteries, while the Jewish cemetery expands by annexing adjacent
lands. After they were confiscated from their original owners, whether they were
Islamic Endowments or local residents. The study also provided a set of
recommendations that may help in addressing this crucial issue for the city of Jerusalem
and its residents, along with presenting a set of arguments, documents related to

cemeteries, and a list of the study's primary sources and references.
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