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Israeli Digital Diplomacy toward Lebanon during the 2023-2024

War
Prepared by: Ashwag Akram Mohammad Abu Laban

Supervised by: Dr. Montaser Jarar

Abstract:
This study aimed to identify Israeli digital diplomacy toward Lebanon during the 2023-

2024 war, its importance, and its potential impact. The study focuses on diagnosing Israeli
digital diplomacy strategies during the war on Lebanon and examining the impacts on the
Lebanese public on social media. It also presents some of the media theories employed by
Israeli digital diplomacy to serve its objectives during the war. To achieve the study's
objectives and verify its hypotheses, the study posed a primary question: What are the
strategies of Israeli digital diplomacy in targeting the Lebanese public during the war on
Lebanon? It employed several research methods and tools to answer this question,
including: the case study approach, the critical discourse analysis approach, and the
descriptive analysis approach, based on the theory of symbolic violence and the theory of
uses and gratifications. The study was based on the hypothesis that Israeli digital diplomacy
towards Lebanon sought to separate Hezbollah from its popular base and ostracize it in
Lebanon, both officially and publicly, in order to pressure it. The study analyzed one of
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's speeches on Lebanon. The analysis yielded several
results, most of which confirmed the study's hypothesis on the one hand, and on the other
hand, were in harmony with the lIsraeli digital diplomatic approach via social media
towards the Lebanese people. The study reached a set of results, the most important of
which were the following: Israeli digital diplomacy contributed to changing the perspective
from which the Lebanese public viewed the conflict with Israel. After having been within
a framework of certainty and ideology, the balance of power now governed the way the
issue was read. Israeli digital diplomacy also had effects that extended to Iran, as Iran
became, in the eyes of the people, a reason for bringing war to the Arab region. Israeli

digital diplomacy also succeeded in convincing the Lebanese public that it was paying the



price for foreign policies related to Iranian efforts. Israeli digital diplomacy also reinforced
some of the determinants that various sects, denominations, and religions agreed upon, the
most important of which was the need to advance Lebanon, neutralize it from conflicts,
and eliminate foreign interference in its territory. Its policy, and Israel's digital diplomacy,
by showcasing its military capabilities and achievements on the ground in Lebanon,
weakened Hezbollah's influence over the Lebanese masses, especially after the
assassination of Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan Nasrallah. This undermined the
morale the party relied on to garner support and backing. The study recommends that the
Lebanese public urgently needs to come together and unite in order to focus on lifting
Lebanon out of its economic and humanitarian crisis, and to eliminate the state of
fragmentation that has dominated the Lebanese scene over the past years. Further studies
should also be conducted regarding Israeli digital diplomacy towards Lebanon, in order to
ensure the advancement of Lebanese society without allowing any influence to affect
Lebanese awareness, needs and aspirations. This will ensure that the true necessities of the
Lebanese people are revealed, which relate to intellectual freedom, democracy and
independence, and the development of an economic plan capable of freeing them from the
burdens of dependence and submission. There is also a need to conduct serious and in-
depth studies that address the danger of more than one external party extending towards
Lebanon through the sectarian and religious diversity present in its social structure, which
will ensure the rule of law is upheld or policies and laws are formulated that ensure that
the governmental and legal levels are not affected by these disputes or differences.

Keywords: digital diplomacy, influence, motives, symbolic violence.
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