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Entry restrains of Palestinian stones and marble to international Markets.

Abstract
Prepared By: Issa Ibrahim Khaleel Ibrahim
Supervisor: Professor Mahmoud ELJafari

The aim of this study is to investigate the main factors that impede Palestinian
stone and marble (SM) flows into the international markets. To accomplish
this objective, statistical analysis has been applied to examine the factors that
have potential to stimulate SM accession into the export markets. It is expected
that marketing component policies: Pricing, Production, Promotion and Place
are the major determinants affecting export of SM products into the regional
and international markets. In addition, the role of the private institutions, trade
unions and governmental institutions have a major impact on SM trade flows.
Governmental agencies are required to provide incentives and facilities to
stimulate SM trade flows. These factors have been extensively discussed in the
literature, Also, they were discussed with the owners of stone and marble

factories when they interviewed.

To examine the impact of those factors on Palestine SM trade flows, a
questionnaire was designed and distributed to 236 of SM factories scattered in
five districts in the West Bank. In this study, 212 factories responded by
sending back a filled questionnaires. In fact the sample accounts 35% of the

population of SM industry.

In this study, the results show that most Palestinian SM factories has lack
investment in marketing activities due to financial constrains. In addition very
few factories assign a highly qualified staff in the sales and management

departments. The results also indicate insignificant impact of the governmental
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and nongovernmental institutions on the improvement of the international
marketing of the Palestinian SM factories. In addition, the study revealed that

Palestinian SM factories pay little attention to the marketing policies.

In order to improve the international marketing of SM the following

conclusions should be taken into account:

First, The Palestinian stone factories need to increase their investment in
marketing activities to stimulate the export of SM in the international markets

This can be achieved by assigning highly qualified employees.

Second, Marketing component policies; pricing , production, distribution and
promotion should be adopted and adapted with the changes in the international

markets.

Third, Palestinian stone factories should cooperate with private institutes to

establish platform to export SM.

Finally, Governmental agencies are required to increase the support to
Palestinian stone factories by providing facilities and subsidies through

enhancing marketing capacity in the export markets.
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