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Abstract

“Old city in Beit lksa Village” (a historical, architectural, and
documentary study

“Beit Iksa” one of the Palestinian towns that has been linked to
Jerusalem history, occurring to the west of the old city of Jerusalem. The
evolution and development of this town share many similarities with that of
other nearby towns; together they represent an important part in the
Palestinian architectural history. So the town of “Beit Iksa” was chosen to be
the subject of my thesis, with a title reflecting its content “The old city of
Beit Iksa Village, a historical, architectural, and documentary study”.

The thesis included basic information about the town, with regards to
its location, boundaries, names, and topography, where this accounted for
the first section of the thesis. The second section contains important historic
information and events about the town, and its condition during the
Crusader, Ayyoubi, Mamlouki, and Ottoman eras. At the end this section
discussed the conditions during the British Mandate. There is also’ a
thorough description of the lands in the town, and the types of ownership,
description of the architectural evolution, roads, water resources, and
historic graves. The third section focused on the architectural aspect of the
old town, the construction materials used and the building’s history,
distribution, and uses. Then a study of some architectural mainly an accurate
thorough descriptive study the town’s largest building, “AL-Khateeb palace”
The fourth section contains analysis of the main architectural points of the
buildings, and a comparison between “AL Khateeb palace” in “Beit Tksa”,
and “Al Mas’ood Palace” in “Borqah”, with description of the differences
and the similarities between them. The thesis had a final section, and'
supplemented with a group of recommendations, in addition to many
documents, figures, pictures, and a list of references and resources used in
this thesis

Many motives drove me to choose this town to be the subject of my thesis.
One is that this town represents an important part in the Palestinian
architectural history; researchers should give more attention and effort to
this village in order to enrich our knowledge of these important Palestinian
towns. Also we know that our libraries lack special studies about this town,




which has a group of historic buildings that represent an important era of the
evolution of the rural architectural art in the area.

The thesis aimed to achieve many academic objectives, mainly to collect the
scattered information about this town from all the documents and resources
and put them in one valuable resource. Also to document models from the
rural architectural art which was common in this town

The study design was based on the scientific methodology of research. The
first step was going to libraries and research centers, to collect the data, then
doing interviews with a group of specialists in this field. In addition using
the verbal history, by interviewing a group of people from the village, and
asking them about issues concerning the history and events that occurred in
the town and not mentioned in the resources. Also using registries from
Jerusalem court to get some of the information about the town, in addition
to many field visits, photographic pictures, the drawings and maps which the
investigator surveyed many of them, and which are published here for the
first time, instead of other drawings, that were done by some institutions.

The thesis showed many results, mainly the similarities of the palaées,
historic and architectural buildings in the Palestinian villages and towns
including Beit Iksa, but not to ignore the minor differences in some details.
Also the thesis put many recommendations about the importance of doing
constructions, historic and touristic renovations for the town, especially “Al
Khateeb Palace”, and the historic buildings nearby, as these may be invested
as touristic places at the local and national level \
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