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The role of the Palestinian Employment Fund in empowering

Palestinian women in the West Bank

Prepared by: Salam Adnan Hijzi Medea
Supervisor: Dr. Eyad Lafi

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the role of the Palestinian Employment Fund in
empowering Palestinian women in west bank. A mixed-methods approach
(quantitative and qualitative) was employed, utilizing a questionnaire and interviews
as research tools. The quantitative study population consisted of all women
beneficiaries of the Palestinian Employment Fund in the West Bank. For the
qualitative aspect, the study population included officials from the Palestinian
Employment Fund. The quantitative sample comprised 100 beneficiaries, while the
qualitative sample included 4 officials from the Fund.

The study revealed several key findings, most notably that the Palestinian
Employment Fund plays a significant role in empowering Palestinian women in west
bank. The results indicated a statistically significant relationship between the role of
the Fund and women's empowerment in economic, social, and legal dimensions.
Additionally, the findings showed no statistically significant differences in the role of
the Fund in empowering women based on variables such as years of experience, age,
place of residence, educational qualification, or type of project.

Based on these findings, the researcher made several recommendations, the most
important of which are: encouraging women to benefit from the training programs
offered by the Employment Fund, prioritizing funding for projects that focus on
sustainability and job creation, strengthening policies and laws that contribute to
economic and social empowerment of women, and providing the necessary support to
ensure the success of women-led projects, such as offering tax exemptions or
government grants.

Keywords: Palestinian Employment Fund, empowerment, Palestinian women, West
Bank.
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