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Abstract 5.3 

 
This research was conducted to investigate the effect of feeding different 

levels of local kitchen wastes on the performance, feed intake, visceral 

organ mass of broiler chicks. A total of 200 day-old chicks were used in 

the experiment. Chicks were divided into 5 feeding groups of 40 chicks in 

each. 

  

Each group was composed of 5 replicates with 10 chicks in each. 

Kitchen wastes and table scrap were collected from local households  in 

Burqa town, north of Nablus, Palestine, without sorting its components. It 

was collected using plastic bags then spread on a clean surface for sun 

drying. The dried kitchen wastes were finely grounded before being 

incorporated in to chicks rations. 

 

Chicks were fed the kitchen wastes at rates of 0, 5, 10, 15 and 20% in the 

five experimental groups. Kitchen wastes were added to diets to replace 

similar amounts of corn. Diets were used in feeding chicks from day 1 till 

the termination of the experiment which was lasted for 35 days. At the 

end of the trial (day 35), 5 chicks from each replicate were  slaughtered  

according to the procedure of any commercial slaughter house.  

 

Slaughtered  chicks were eviscerated, and each segment of 

gastrointestinal tract  and internal organs weighted and recorded. 

Carcasses were partitioned to their main parts (thighs, breast, back) and 

weights were also recorded. 

Kitchen wastes at higher levels (15 and 20%) increased (p<.05) average 

live weights compared to lower levels. However, it had no effects on 

average feed intake. Feeding kitchen wastes at rates up to 20% had no 

negative effects on most of parameters measured. Kitchen wastes had no 

significant effects on average weights of esophagus, provintriculus, 

trachea and carcass cuts as neck and back. However, the average weights 

of most of the parameters measured were similar to weights of broilers 

consuming commercial rations. More research need to be conducted in 

order to confirm the current findings.  
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