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The Role of the Agricultural Cooperative Associations in the
Economic Development: A Case study in the Southern West Bank

Prepared by: ahmad Mohammad Abdallah AL-Qurnah
Supervisor: Dr.Samir A. Abuznaid

Abstract:

This study was comducted between February — June 2012 in order to investigate the
role of the agricultural cooperative associations in the economic development in
southern West Bank . This study is particularly important because it completes what
has been done at the local level and provides information for researchers about the
role of associations in the economic development. The current study is descriptive in
natvre and data were collected using primary and secondary resources. The secondary
resources are the previous and related studies while the primary resources consisted of
the study tools, the first of which measures the role of associations from the point of
views of (22) experts and members of associations while the second measures the role
of associations from the point of views of (51) society board members. The SPSS and
EXCEL were used in the statistical analysis.

The study showed that there is an important role of the cooperative agricultural
associations in the economic development in the southern West Bank with an avetrage
of (3.72). The effect of such a role was in this order: emphasis of the spirit of
belonging of the group, a great rate of participation in the economic development,
struggle against monopoly, ending individual economic misuse, fighting price
deception and price increase and production increase at a average degree. The
obstacles that stand on the way of the economic development are: obstacles related to
environmental and natural resources, the Israeli occupation obstacles, the legislative
and institutional obstacles, the financial obstacles that face the cooperative economic
associations and the administrative and technical obstacles.

The study recommends that we should support the infrastructure of the agricultural
associations and establish special development banks and participate in the
agriculturul insurance law. Moreover, we should hold training courses to increase and
develop the society and administrators, increase cooperative awareness among society
members, increase supervision and participate in setting up the cooperation law. In
addition, these associations should focous on attracting and employing administrative
and technical qualified staff, increase cooperation among associations and establish
joint projects. Furthermore, we should select qualified administrations. The study
advises researchers to study the social aspect of the cooperative economic satieties to
reinforce their development roles and to studied reason behind the small number of
these associations in southern West Bank as well as the reasons behind the scarcity of
support that these associations receive. It also recommends that the cooperative sector
participation in the national revenue should be smdied as well as to study the ways for
enhncing cooperatives this participation.
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