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Study of Some Environmental Impacts of the Annexation and Expansion
Wall on the Northern West Bank

Abstract

This study was conducted between August 2005 and January 2006, and
mainly aimed to recognize the environmental impacts of the annexation and
expansion wall on Tulkarem, Qalqgilya, and Jenin in which the residents of
regions where the annexation and expansion Wall passed.

In conducting this study the researcher adapted the analytical descriptive
method, where the data was collected and the hypothesis were tested by the
mean of questionnaire and literatures. Data entry was achieved using Access
program, and data processing was analyzed with the SPSS statistical package
of the questionnaire output.

The study results showed that the respondents (88%) answers confirm the
negative impacts of the wall on the natural Palestinian environment and
natural resources, and that the wall means cleaning people from their lands
and relatives (92%), and it is considered as away of controlling the cheap
labor from the west bank and a reason for land destruction. Most of them also
confirmed the bad effects of building the wall on Palestinian's management of
water resources by depriving them from underground wells especially those
which were used from the West aquifer that will be isolated behind the wall.

Also the wall will change land use in the study area and will cause bad effect
on biodiversity and natural reserves (91%). And a real difficulties in visiting
mosques and other historical and ancient places (93.5%), Also it is considered
as a one side border planning. Other results was a decrease in job
opportunities (97.5%) and a bad effect on natural resources, and a significant
decrease in agricultural area in addition to the social effects on families and
population in the study area, where many citizens were deprived from visiting
each other and from participating in social activities (90.6%) and from health
care centers (84%).

The researcher recommended the following in this study: A good cooperation
between the Ministry of Education and Higher Education and the Ministry of
Information to Developing and conducting awareness programs for various
community groups on the Wall bad effects on the natural environment and on
the natural resources. Also this study recommended conducting rehabilitation
programs for springs and wells from which water may be used for household
purposes. Adding to all above, this study recommended a proposed
encouragement for the Palestinian to dig water wells. Finally, the study a



cooperation between different establishments to study the threatened species
because of the wall to give proposals to maintain them, and to give solutions
to the random dumping sites, also recommended encouraging making a small
economic projects to maximize the income.
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