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Abstract

This study was conducted during the period from September, 2005 and October, 2006.
Palestinian citizens in the West Bank governorates and program directors in the Jocal/
private TV stations comprised the populations of the study.

The study aims in general to conduct this study in order to explore the role played by the
local TV stations in disseminating environmental education and awareness amongst the
Palestinian population, coupled with his personal desire to relate this study to his
profession as a journalist in the hope to pursue this study in the domain of journalism, and
revealing the Israeli aggression against the environment of the Palestinian territories

In order to accomplish this study, the researcher has used the descriptive analytic method.
He collected the data and constructed a questionnaire to achieve the objectives of the
study. In addition, the hypotheses have been tested by means of analyzing and processing
the data statistically and presenting them using the SPSS statistical package for social
studies.

The study results have shown that the majority of the study subjects have a good level of
environmental awareness, the source of which according to the results of the study has not
been depended to considerable extent, on the programmers presented by the local TV
stations in connection with the environment. However, this awareness has not been
manifested in practice on the ground.

The study has also shown that the role played by the local TV stations has been poor and
does not meet the expectations aspired to through the programs they present aiming at
preserving natural resources and safeguarding public health and safety. This is being the
case because these stations do not presents programs specialized in the field of
environment, but rather approach environmental issues in a superficial way lacking depth
and scientific analysis of the issues.

On the other hand, the results have also shown that there has been a positive role for these
stations in revealing the Israeli aggression against the environment of the Palestinian
territories. These stations have highlighted the Israeli practices in this regard, such as
confiscating and destroying lands, building the wall and settlements as well as the resultant
harmful effects, of which polluting and destroying the Palestinian environment are just
examples.

Furthermore, the study has revealed the lack of coordination amongst these stations and the
official institutions operating in the field of environment which resulted in deviating from
the national plan pertaining to preserving the environment. Moreover, the official
institutions have not had any interest in the local/ private media. There has also been
agreement in the viewpoints of the subjects on the one hand and the directors of the private
TV stations programs on the other, regarding the limited role played by these stations in
strengthening and disseminating environmental awareness among the public, coupled with
the absence of interest on the part of these stations in environmental issues.

Consequently, the programs presented have turned out to have a limited impact on human
behaviors with respect to safeguarding and preserving the environment and its resources.




Among the most important recommendations put forward by this study are the following: -
It is necessary to activate the Palestinian law of environment in order to protect it. It is
important that these stations give attention and coverage that are proportionate to the
gravity of environmental problems and their significance; they can do so by presenting
programs that can have positive impact on the behavior of the Palestinian people in such a
way as to safeguard health and public safety. In addition, the relationship between the local
TV stations and the official institutions should be fostered and strengthened in both
directions; both should function in harmony within the context of the national plan for
environment. It is necessary to qualify and train the technical staff working in the TV
stations in a manner appropriate their responsibilities.
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