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ABSTRACT

Divorce in the West Bank
Circumstances, Reasons, Approaches
Descriptive Juristic Analytical Study

In this thesis, the researcher tried to explore divorce issues in the West Bank and to
realize to what extent divorce cases spread. He meant to eliminate the problem. He
defined his research specimen with all its setting; place and time.

As for_time, six years had been set for the study, extending from 1999-2004. While
the place consisted from three governorates, Jerusalem, Hebron and Ramallah.
However, the people of the study had been included in the questionnaire that was
distributed to legal courts in different sites of the study community. 100 questionnaire
were completed in half; divorce and marriage cases. The research was divided into
five chapter and annexes.

The first chapter contained an introduction, whereas the second chapter showed the
research literatures that had been reviewed. On the other hand, the researcher
discussed different issues in the third chapter (the theoretical form); first, the
observance of Islam to achieve a peaceful marriage life and to avoid any harm that
might any party catch.

The researcher, here, explained the Stipulation of divorce in Islamic religion, showing
scholars points of View.

The researcher, too, explained the heterdox divorce and the sunnat (legal) divorce. He
explained that only the sunnat divorce is the one accepted in Islam, while the heterdox
one is prohibited.

He argued the Views of scholars on the correctness. or incorrectness of the hetredox
divorce. It has become clear to the researcher that heterdox divorce isn't considered,
and the one who follows it is to blame.

In the end, the researcher talked about the divorce of non- Muslim people, the divorce
pre- Islam and the divorce among Jews and Christians.

In the fourth chapter, (field form, analyzing date) the researcher showed statistics on
divorce and marriage cases of the study community being shown from different sides;
counting marriage certificate cases; number of registered divorce cases at Shariat
Courts between 1999-2004.

He showed ages of divorced people, time registering marriage certificates; then
comparing the consequence results. The researcher showed the educational
qualification of both divorced and married people; male and female, their professions,
place of residence before marriage; a city, a country, living within a family or
independently, term of marriage;, whether either party was divorced, the number of

VI



family members. T he researcher, too, showed statistics related to term of marriage life
that lasted before getting divorced.

In the fifth chapter, the researcher showed reasons of divorce he concluded.

He discussed the research hypotheses he followed in planning the research. Finally, he
suggested a number of recommendations, if applied, they may contribute in
decreasing divorce cases. A number of annexes had been attached to the thesis for
those who desire to look further.

The remarkable reason the researcher considers is the absence of a comprehensive
study on this issue, besides to ignorance of marriage life and provisions which has
become a common feature in the society. Moreover, to make available a researching
material for both students and research centers.

Research Method:
The researcher followed the analytical descriptive method with its two elements: the
counting one through showing statistic and the specimen method through

questionnaire.

T he most remarkable result was that rate of divorce in Ramallah was the highest being
noticed in the community study.

Recommendations:

e Setting up an Islamic social center to graduate experts or specialists in solving
marital problems.

e Tolet husbands and wives aware of legitimate regulations related to marriage life
before getting married.

e Not to adopt heterdox divorce.
e Every Muslim should realize his responsibility towards applying Islam

regulations in life, then, every muslin family and individual feels safe and
comfortable life.
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