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The Two Paramilitary Organizations of the Irgun (Etzel) and the Lehi: From Their
Establishment to Their Absorption into the I sraeli Defence For ces

Name: Anas M ohammad Abu Arqoub
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Uri Davis

Abstract

This Dissertation aims to elaborate the history of the paramilitary groups of the Irgun (also
referred to as Etzel) and the Lehi since the establishment of the Etzel in 1931, through to
the split in 1940 which led to the creation of the offshoot group of the Lehi.

The Dissertation highlights the elements that provided these groups with the ability to play
an effective role in the ethnic cleansing of Arabs residing in Mandate Palestine, which was
carried out by the Zionist Movement and subsequently the State of Israel. The Dissertation
also discusses the mutual relationship between the two organizations as well as with the
mainstream Zionist organizations and with the British authorities. Finally the Dissertation
addresses the most important operations of the two paramilitary organizations against the
Arabs as well as their absorption into the Israeli Defence Forces .

The researcher used the descriptive/historical method and case-study research method for
studying a set of relevant resources such as historical books, periodicals, and websites to
gather the information required for this work.

Theresults of this research suggest that the Zionist organizations in Mandate Palestine
utilized the experiences of the young Jews who were trained in the Polish, Italian, British
armies aswell as other military organizationsin China and Russia to enhance their strength
and commit war crimes against the Palestinians. Furthermore, the Etzel organization
managed to obtain sufficient supplies of weapons, equipment and fighting men and women
through its international alliances and backup networks, which it set up in many parts of
the world.

The Etzel and Lehi organizations played an integral role in the military history of Israel
notably because the Etzel militiacarried out armed reprisals and operations against the
Palestinians in city of Jaffa and because, together with splinter paramilitary organization
Lehi and the mainstream Zionist militia, the Haganah, they committed a massacre in the
Arab village of Deir Yassin .

Although the Etzel and the Lehi organizations were regarded as terrorist organizations by
the mainstream Zionist Movement and the British authorities in Mandate Palestine, the
British authorities used the Etzel organization in spying missions in their favor and the
mainstream Zionist Movement cooperated with both groups in perpetrating war crimes
against the Palestinians.
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