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Abstract

Anis F. Kassim

Founder and Editor-in-Chief of

The Palestine Year Book of International Law (19842000-)
Member of the Jordanian Bar Association

In mid-2025, the President of France declared his intention to recognize the State
of Palestine. He was followed by some other European leaders including Britain’s
Prime Minister. This sudden move has raised certain inquiries as to the reasons
behind such states’ move, especially it came in the midst of the ongoing Israel’s
genocidal campaign, and led to the examination of the resulting consequences.

This caused me to indulge into the doctrine of diplomatic recognition in
international law, and to address recognition of states, governments and national
liberation movements and to examine if recognition is a constitutive or declaratory
act. Latest developments on the issue of recognition were added to the analysis
including Helsinki Principles, Paris Charter, and the International Responsibility of
States.

These prescriptions will be applied to the case of Palestine especially to the
elements of people, land and government capable of conducting international relations
in addition to the latest developments. Foreign occupation of Palestinian territory
does not change the fact that sovereignty remains with the Palestinian people.

The question however persists as to recognition in international relations, which is
a voluntary act, and there is no legal obligation on a state to recognize another state.
On the other hand, the International Court of Justice has ordained in its Advisory
Opinion (2024) and in the Provisional Orders rendered by the Court in the South
Africa v Israel case, to stop Israel from pursuing its genocidal acts against Palestinian
civilians, which are mandatory orders by law on all state parties.

Why then states rushed to recognize the State of Palestine, which is not mandatory,
but failed to do what is legally required of them?

Key words: Diplomatic Recognition, International Law, State of Palestine, Right

. to self Determination, International Court of Justice
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