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The impact of the Corona pandemic on the labor sector in Palestine
Preparation By: Shaker M. S. Tomezeh  supervision By: Dr. Abed Raouf Al-Sanawi
Abstract

External circumstances that occur in the world due to nature or man such as wars,
natural disasters, epidemics and diseases, affect the contractors’ implementation of their
corresponding obligations in contracts binding on both parties.

The employment contract, which consists of the employee and the employer, is one of
the contracts binding on both parties and stipulates mutual obligations and rights. The
impact of pandemics, in particular, on the reality of the contract, creates circumstances
beyond the contracting parties’ control and makes the implementation of their
obligations range from impossibility to fatigue.

Due to the privacy of the employment contract, it became obligatory to interfere the
legal legislation to deal with the impact of pandemics on the employment contract with
the aim of achieving a contractual balance between the employee and the employer.

Based on the difference in the impact of pandemics on the employment contract
between the theories of force majeure and emergency circumstance, this study
discussed the impact of the Corona pandemic on the labor sector, through its varied
impact on economic sectors and activities due to the different nature of the sector or
activity, and according to the governmental measures taken by countries to confront the
Impact of the Corona pandemic.

The study discussed the legal powers granted by the Palestinian Labor Law to the
employer in general, in terms of his authority to terminate the employment contract
unilaterally, and his authority to amend the employment contract, as well as examining
his authority to stop the implementation of the employment contract, as a power not
explicitly stipulated in Palestinian legislation, but employers Labor has used it in the
absence of a legal provision for it, and these authorities are being studied within a time
frame, the period of the outbreak of the Corona pandemic

The study sought to investigate the legitimacy of the employer’s measures against
employees during the outbreak of the Corona pandemic. The study referred to the texts
of the Palestinian Labor Law researching comparative legislation and jurisprudential
and judicial jurisprudence attempting to measure the legitimacy of the employer’s
procedures in cases of force majeure and emergency circumstances.

The study shed light on the legal texts that supported government and employer
measures in light of the outbreak of the Corona pandemic, to measure the extent of
compatibility of Palestinian legal texts in achieving contractual balance during Corona
pandemic
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