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The reality of Palestinian Waqf investment in tourism sector in the Northern
Governorates of the State of Palestine

Prepared by: Abdallah Younis Yosef Abu Hello

Supervised by: Abdel Wahhab Sabbagh

Abstract:

This study aims at identifying the reality of Palestinian Waqf investment in tourism sector
in the northern governorates of the State of Palestine. It was conducted on the Islamic
Wagf, through an intentional sample selected from the decision makers of both the
Ministry of Palestine Wqaf and Religious Affairs, and the Palestine Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities. The study was built on answers to questions addressed to the officials and
decision makers of the ministries. It tried also to recognize the impact of the optimal
investment of the Palestinian Waqf on the tourism sector in the northern governorates of
the State of Palestine. The study consists of five chapters:

Chapter One: deals with the problem of the study, its justifications , importance,
objectives and its hypotheses.

Chapter Two: deals with the theoretical framework and the previous studies.

Chapter 3: provides the statistical analysis of the Researcher through his use of some
statistical methods and the descriptive approach. The researcher designed and applied a
questionnaire, subjecting the data to statistical analysis in order to extract the Arithmetic
Averages, the Standard Deviation, Alpha Kronbach and Pearson correlation coefficients
and the ANOVA Multivariate Analysis Test.

Chapter Four: covers the analysis of the researcher's findings built on the statistical
analysis. The results show that Waqgf investment achieves diversity in its formulas,
deadlines and in areas of risk reduction. Wagf Investment in the tourism sector is of
beneficial to waqf, and to those who invest in tourism sector through Wagf. The results
also show that those who conduct Waqgf investments in tourism do not receive training
courses to promote their development work . The investment of the Waqf funds in the
tourism sector activates the economic movement of the state and provides wider
opportunities for investment and development. Yet those who manage Waqf properties
lack the experience and efficiency of the administration and in the field of development
and investment in the tourism sector. It is necessary to activate the Wagf investment in the
tourism sector in the media, and to highlight that participation in tourism projects is

legitimate and not contrary to the provisions of the Sharia.



Chapter Five: The researcher concluded a number of recommendations that help
Palestinian Waqgf to invest in the tourism sector in the northern governorates of the State of
Palestine. The researcher recommends providing a human resourses capable of
understanding the changes and developments in the Wagf investment in the tourism sector
in the northern governorates of the State of Palestine. That requires holding courses For
those who manage Wagf investments. The researcher recommends the updating of the
Wagf law in the State of Palestine, so as to keep abreast of recent developments and
methods adopted in the successful experiences of Islamic countries and to follow up their
implementation. In addition, the researcher recommends that efforts should be done to
overcome barriers which prevent the best investment of Waqgf in tourism sector through the
provision of a strategic plan to regulate and activate the Wagf investment; and to clarify its
position through publishing Fatwas that adapt to the latest developments. The researcher
also recommends activating the media role in the investment Wagf and highlight its
importance; and to educate citizens about these laws and about the Waqf system. That
requires also to build bridges of confidence and overcome the obstacles and difficulties
that may appear between the governmental and official institutions with the Ministry of
Awgaf concerning the investment in tourist sites. Moreover the researcher recommends
modernizing methods of investment of Palestinian Waqgf through making use of religious
tourism to at the religious and archaeological sites in accordance with the provisions of the
Sharia. The researcher furthermore confirms the need to establishing tourist routes for the
religious, archaeological and tourism sites in the northern provinces of the State of
Palestine in partnership with specialists from governmental and private institutions; and to
participate in legitimate tourism investment projects, which does not violate the provisions
of the Sharia. The researcher recommends also establishing a joint stock company that
work in tourism sector and finding suitable legitimate Financing sources in order to be
enabled to establish projects in the tourism sector, and to grant tax exemptions for
investors in the tourism sector, as well as to benefit from the Turkish and Jordanian

experiences in Wagf investments in the tourism sector.
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