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The Confiscation of Palestinian Natural Resources: Israel’s
Responsibility, Protection

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Mousa Al-Dweik

Prepared by: Researcher Loai Sameer Ahmad Al-Husseini

Abstract

This study aims to answer a central question: Does Israel — as a Member State of
the United Nations and an occupying power—bear international responsibility for
its confiscation of Palestine’s natural resources, in light of a series of unlawful
actions it has undertaken and continues to undertake, such as settlement
expansion, the construction of the separation wall, and land confiscation, all of
which have caused substantial harm to the State of Palestine and its people?

The study is based on the hypothesis that the protection of Palestinian natural
resources is possible. To achieve its objectives, the study was limited to legal and
economic aspects, deliberately excluding political considerations. The deductive
legal method was adopted to answer the research questions.

The findings revealed that the State of Palestine enjoys full sovereignty over its
natural resources, and that Israel—as a UN member state and occupying power—
bears international legal responsibility for its unlawful confiscation of those
resources, based on the three established elements of international responsibility.
Confiscation is a criminalized act under international law, and as such, it entails a
range of legal consequences—some of which fall upon Israel as the state causing
harm, others upon Palestine as the harmed state, and yet others upon third parties.
The results confirmed the validity of the hypothesis, demonstrating that the State
of Palestine has a crucial role in protecting its natural resources. This includes
domestic duties such as documenting violations and assessing damages, as well as
international obligations through the activation of legal and diplomatic tools
established by international law.

Accordingly, the study recommends that the Palestinian government adopt several
measures, most notably: establishing an independent and specialized entity to
professionally document all violations committed against the State of Palestine, its
resources, and its people, supported by facts and figures; continuing to submit
regular reports on these violations to international organizations; supporting local
associations and international organizations and movements that defend the rights
of the State of Palestine and its people to their natural resources and sovereignty;
involving these entities in documentation and damage assessment efforts;
strengthening the Palestinian negotiation team with local and international
experts in diverse fields—including international law, economics and finance,
natural resources (especially land and water), cartography, and international
relations; and demanding full reparations from Israel, the occupying power, for
the harm inflicted upon the State of Palestine, its people, and its resources —
bearing in mind that international crimes are not subject to any statute of
limitations.

Keywords: Natural Resources, International Responsibility, Occupied Palestinian

Territories, Israel.
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(4) European Commission, Interpretative Notice on indication of origin of goods from the

territories occupied by Israel since June 1967. (11 November 2015) European Parliament

website, last visit: 27 May 2024:

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs /2014 2019/documents/dpal/dv/4a_interpretativenot

iceindicationorigin/4a interpretativenoticeindicationoriginen.pdf
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