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Technical Barriers to International Trade

(An analytical descriptive study).

Prapared by: Moahammad Abed Alqader Ahmad Al’amleh.
Supervisor: Yaser Zbeidat.

Abstract

The study (Technical Barriers to International Trade) dealt with a description
and analysis of the main technical barriers facing trade at the international
level and the trends adopted by countries in shifting from the strategy of
substituting imports and exports to the strategy of heading abroad, through the
technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures that
approved by those countries, in order to enter foreign markets and evaluating
its effectiveness in liberalizing trade at the local and international levels.

The study also showed that the ultimate goal of this agreement is to protect
the health and safety of humans, animals, plants and the environment, which
the acceding countries must take into account when setting any technical
regulations and standards for products in general. Each acceding country must
inform other acceding countries about these regulations and standards
immediately, in order to override any barriers that may face exchanging and
marketing of these products, in application of the principle of trade
liberalization and facilitating its flow to markets between these countries.

As the time passes, it became necessary to solve the problem of technical
barriers of products in trade, which prompted the members of the World
Trade Organization (WTOQO) to formulate and prepare the Technical Barriers to
Trade Agreement, which included a set of rules obligating members when
preparing or issuing any technical regulations or standards for products, not to
form an obstacle to the flow of these products to the markets.

This study divided into an introduction, two chapters and a conclusion. The
first chapter dealt with defining technical barriers to international trade, by
defining the concept of technical barriers and defining the Agreement on
Technical Barriers to International Trade for the year 1995 and its founding
history which passed through multiple stages until this agreement was
approved by Member States of the World Trade Organization, and this



agreement, like most agreements, included many principles and objectives
that were addressed through this study.

The implications of joining this agreement and the extent of commitment to it
were also illustrated, in addition to the most important technical Barriers to
international trade, how to deal with them, and what are the effects of
application of this agreement on the trade of developing countries.

While the second chapter dealt with a statement of the mechanisms for
settling disputes resulting from the existence of technical barriers that may be
imposed by some countries acceding to the World Trade Organization, and
the steps to be followed in the stages of settling disputes resulting from the
application of the Technical Barriers Agreement under the umbrella of the
World Trade Organization, including the stage of consultations and
reconciliation, as well as the means alternative dispute resolution.

The study also dealt with reciprocal punitive measures between the
conflicting parties through compensation or waiver and withdrawal and/or
cancellation of restrictions and instructions imposed in the face of the flow of
these products to their markets, in accordance with the provisions of the
Agreement on Technical Barriers, which is one of the most important
agreements of the multilateral trading system. This study concluded a set of
findings and recommendations.
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