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The Role of National Human Rights Organizations in Combating
Corruption: The Independent Commission for Human Rights as a Model

Prepared by: Firas HImi Mohamad Abu Ayyash

Supervisor: Dr. Fadi Rabay’ah
Abstract

The phenomenon of corruption is considered one of the most serious challenges facing
contemporary societies, as it poses a direct threat to the principles of justice, equality, and
human rights. In the Palestinian context—characterized by a degree of “statelessness” and
a weak, fragmented legal framework—the pivotal role of national human rights
organizations emerges in confronting manifestations of corruption and promoting integrity
and transparency. The problem addressed in this study lies in examining the actual role
undertaken by human rights organizations in promoting and consolidating a culture of
human rights, and in assessing their effectiveness in combating institutional corruption. It
further explores the mechanisms employed in fulfilling this role and the challenges faced
within a politically and institutionally complex environment. The study aims to analyze the
relationship between anti-corruption efforts and human rights protection in the Palestinian
context by examining national legislative frameworks and exploring the interaction
between civil society organizations and the Independent Commission for Human Rights
(ICHR) in fostering integrity and safeguarding fundamental rights. It also seeks to
understand the issues arising from overlapping jurisdictions and the weakness of the rule of
law in this setting. Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive and analytical
approach to delineate the institutional role and operational mechanisms of human rights
organizations. It also employs inductive and deductive methods to examine theoretical and
empirical data and derive conclusions, as well as a comparative approach to contrast the
Palestinian experience with similar international cases.

The study population consists of national institutions working in the field of human rights
in Palestine, including local branches of international organizations. A purposive sample of
fifteen in-depth interviews was selected. The findings reveal the vital role played by
national human rights organizations—foremost the Independent Commission for Human
Rights—in consolidating transparency principles and promoting accountability through
legal follow-up, awareness programs, and regular monitoring of public institutions’
performance. The study also indicates that the main challenges to combating corruption in
Palestine include the absence of the rule of law, weak judicial independence, and
overlapping institutional mandates, all of which hinder the integration of human rights
protection and law enforcement.



Moreover, the results show that the relationship between the Anti-Corruption Commission
and human rights organizations is at times characterized by tension due to differing
priorities, and that existing legislation, despite its significance, still suffers from
implementation deficiencies. This study contributes to clarifying the intrinsic link between
combating corruption and promoting human rights in the Palestinian context, highlighting
that success in one domain is contingent upon coordination and complementarity in the
other.

Keywords: Human Rights Organizations, National, Combating Corruption, Independent
Commission for Human Rights (ICHR)
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